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Preface
2016 eDITIon

Indian spiritual wisdom says that man's only purpose in 
life is to seek God in this birth. Millennia of  experience 
has honed this to practical methods whereby human beings 
move in graded doses from Dharma, Artha and Kama to 
Moksha. Moksha is the ultimate stage where the soul, as 
Jivatma merges with the Oversoul or Paramatma in Divine 
Bliss. Though we always think that only the soul is in search 
of  the Divine, the reverse also is true i.e, the Divine also 
pines for union with the Jivatma and hence uses several 
stratagems towards this end.

One of  the ways by which God tries to woo humans is to 
manifest Himself  as a human and elevate the ordinary to 
the extraordinary. He manifests Himself  in various forms, as 
Avatars, Rishis, Mahans and Siddha Pursuhas. His Holiness 
Bhagawan Sri-La-Sri Pandrimalai Swamighal was one of  
them and the unique way by which He spread the message 
of  truth was to Divinely materialse typed articles on various 
topics encompassing the essence of  the four Vedas. 

To reasssure the world that the physical body is only a 
temporary and ephemeral abode of  the immortal soul, 
Sri-La-Sri Pandrimalai Swamighal continues His Divine 
Mission as Sri-La-Sri Sakthevadivel Swamighal. The 
Divinely materialised articles, a first in the spiritual history 
of  the world, initially, when they were first vouchsafed to  
Sri-La-Sri Pandrimalai Swamighal were typed either in English 

or Tamil. Tiruvacagam says that the Divine is older than the 
oldest and newer than the newest. We can understand the 
truth in this statement, as the articles materialsed by Sri-
La-Sri Sakthevadivel Swamighal are straight from the laser 
printer! Hinduism is always in the vanguard of  progress and 
this is but one small example of  that fact.

In the series of  books being republished we are happy 
to bring out not only the earlier volumes which had 
contained the articles materialsed by Sri-La-Sri Pandrimalai 
Swamighal but also the current ones vouchsafed to Sri-La-
Sri Sakthevadivel Swamighal. 

Needless to say, we are grateful to Mr. Ajoy Eric Lal who 
has made a contribution for the republication of  this book 
and also to the band of  volunteers whose deep devotion 
to the Guru is denoted by the painstaking proofreading 
of  the typescripts, and redesigning of  these books. These 
individuals, like the foundation pillars of  a superb building 
have remained invisible. Our grateful thanks to them also. 

May we all benefit intellectually and spiritually by reading 
these precious gems and assimilate the eternal truths 
embedded in them. May the Grace of  the two Gurus always 
abide by all of  us.

Om Tat Sat.

V. D. Ramanathan
1 February 2016
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whaT bharaTIya vIDya  
sTanDs for

1. Bharatiya Shiksha must ensure that no promising young 
Indian of  character, having faith in Bharat and her culture 
Bharatiya Vidya should be left without modern educational 
equipment by reason merely of  want of  funds.

2. Bharatiya Shiksha must be formative more than in-
formative, and cannot have for its end mere acquisition 
of  knowledge. Its legitimate sphere is not only to develop 
natural talents but also to shape them as to enable  
them to absorb and express the permanent values of  
Bharatiya Vidya.

3. Bharatiya Shiksha must take into account not only the 
full growth of  a student's personality but also the totality of  
his relations and lead him to the highest self-fulfillment of  
which he is capable.

4. Bharatiya Shiksha must involve at some stage or other an 
intensive study of  Sanskrit or Sanskrit languages and their 
literature, without excluding, if  so desired, the study of  
other languages and literature, ancient and modern.

5. The re-integration of  Bharatiya Vidya, which is the primary 
object of  Bharatiya Shiksha, can only be attained through a 
study of  forces, movements, motives, ideas, forms and art 
of  creative life-energy through which it has expressed itself  
in different ages as a single continuous process.

6. Bharatiya Shiksha must stimulate the student's power of  
expression, both written and oral, at every stage in accordance 
with the highest ideals attained by the great literary masters 
in the intellectual and moral spheres.

7. The technique of  Bharatiya Shiksha must involve—

a) The adoption by the teacher of  the Guru attitude which 
consists in taking a personal interest in the student; inspiring 
and encouraging him to achieve distinction in his studies,  
entering into his life with a view to form ideals and remove 
psychological obstacles and creating in him a spirit of  
consecration and

b) The adoption by the student of  the sishya attitude by the 
development of—

1) Respect for the teacher,

2) A spirit of  inquiry,

3) A spirit of  service towards the teacher, the institution, 
Bharat and Bharatiya Vidya.

8. The ultimate aim of  Bharatiya Shiksha is to teach 
the younger generation to appreciate and live up to the 
permanent values of  Bharatiya Vidya which is flowing from 
the supreme art of  creative life-energy as represented by Shri 
Ramachandra, Shri Krishna, Vyasa, Buddha and Mahavira 
have expressed themselves in modern times in the life 
of  Shri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, Swami Dayananda 
Saraswati, and Swami Vivekananda, Shri Aurobindo and 
Mahatma Gandhi.

9. Bharatiya Shiksha while equipping the student with 
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every kind of  scientific and technical training must teach 
the student, not to sacrifice an ancient form or attitude to 
an unreasoning passion for change; not to retain a form or 
attitude which in the light of  modern times can be replaced 
by another form of  attitude which is a truer and more 
effective expression of  the spirit of  Bharatiya Vidya and to 
capture the spirit afresh for each generation to present it to 
the world.

KuLaPaTI’s Preface

The Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan - that Institute of  Indian 
Culture in Bombay - needed a Book University, a series of  
books which if  read, would serve the purpose of  providing 
higher education. Particular emphasis, however, was to be 
put on such literature as revealed the deeper impulsions of  
India. As a first step, it was decided to bring out in English 
100 books, 50 of  which were to be taken in hand almost at 
once. Each book was to contain from 200 to 250 pages.

It is our intention to publish the books we select, not 
only in English, but also in the following Indian languages: 
Hindi, Bengali, Gujarati, Marathi, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada 
and Malayalam.

This scheme, involving the publication of  900 volumes, 
requires ample funds and an all-India organization. The 
Bhavan is exerting its utmost to supply them.

The objectives for which the Bhavan stands are the re-
integration of  Indian culture in the light of  modern know-
ledge and to suit our present-day needs and the resuscitation 
of  its fundamental values in their pristine vigor.

Let me make our goal more explicit; —

We seek the dignity of  man, which necessarily implies 
the creation of  social conditions which would allow him 
freedom to evolve along the lines of  his own temperament 
and capacities we seek the harmony of  individual efforts 
and social relations, not in any makeshift way, but within 
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the frame-work of  the Moral Order we seek the creative art 
of  life, by the alchemy of  which human limitations are pro-
gressively transmuted, so that man may become the instru-
ment of  God, and is able to see Him in all and all in Him.

The world, we feel, is too much with us. Nothing would 
uplift or inspire us so much as the beauty and aspiration, 
which such books can teach. In this series, therefore, the 
literature of  India, ancient and modern, will be published in 
a form easily accessible to all. Books in other literatures of  
the world, if  they illustrate the principles we stand for, will 
also be included.

This common pool of  literature, it is hoped, will enable 
the reader, eastern or western, to understand and appreciate 
currents of  world thought, as also the movements of  the 
mind in India, which, though they flow through different 
linguistic channels, have a common urge and aspiration.

Fittingly, the Book University's first venture is the 
Mahabharata, summarized by one of  the greatest living 
Indians, C. Rajagopalachari, the second work is on a section 
of  it, the Gita by H. V. Divatia an eminent jurist and a 
student of  philosophy. Centuries ago, it was proclaimed 
of  the Mahabharata: "What is not in it, is nowhere." After 
twenty-five centuries, we can use the same words about it. 
He who knows it not, knows not the heights and depths of  
the soul; he misses the trials and tragedy and the beauty and 
grandeur of  life.

The Mahabharata is not a mere epic, it is a romance, telling 
the tale of  heroic men and women and of  some who were 
divine, it is a whole literature in itself, containing a code 

of  life a philosophy of  social and ethical relations, and 
speculative thought on human problems that is hard to rival 
but, above all, it has for its core the Gita, which is, as the 
world is beginning to find out, the noblest of  scriptures and 
the grandest of  sagas in which the climax is reached in the 
wondrous Apocalypse in the Eleventh Canto.

Through such books alone the harmonics underlying true 
culture, I am convinced, will one day reconcile the disorders 
of  modern life.

I thank all those who have helped to make this new branch 
of  the Bhavan's activity successful.

K. M. Munshi
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foreworD

I am penning this Foreword with prayerful humility 
in obedience to His Holiness Sri-La-Sri Pandrimalai 
Swamighal's loving command. His unbounded affection for 
me is my only qualification for this unique privilege.

A rare aspect of  Swamiji's life is that he has been a 
grahastha, householder, with a wife, a son, a daughter, and 
three grandchildren. Yes, grahastashrama is no bar to spiritual 
growth, universal love, self-realization and self-less, unceasing 
service to humanity. Down the ages, we have many glorious 
examples of  this—from Mahamuni Vasistha to Mahatma 
Gandhi. As the supporting and sustaining base on which the 
other three ashramas (Brahmacharya, Vanaprastha and Sanyasa) 
rest, a harmonious, inspired and purposeful grahasthashrama 
is of  vital importance.

Swamighal, as the sage of  Pandrimalai is known, is a God-
man. Siddha Purusha.

Our Punyabhoomi has been blessed, age after age, with 
an unbroken chain of  God-men, Jeevanmuktas and Siddha-
purushas. They are our priceless beacon-lights, marga-
darshakas. They come amidst mankind to protect, preserve 
and foster dharma, righteousness.

This book, Dasavatara or the Ten Incarnations, is a set 
of  ten articles, which are full of  devotional fervour and 
narrate the glories of  God. They have been materialized by 
His Holiness, at my supplication, to gratify the desire of  his 

disciples. The articles have thus an uncommon origin. As is 
well known to the readers, these divine articles immacula tely 
typed fly into Swamiji's hands in response to his request to 
Lord Muruga, right in the presence of  devotees—something 
doubtless unique in this world. The 'Bhavan's Journal' had 
the great good fortune of  publishing them as a serial in the 
year 1981.

"Avatara" literally means coming down - the descent of  
the Lord. Why has the Lord to come down again and again? 
There is a law in physics, which gives explanation to this. It 
is called the law of  entrophy or the second law of  thermo-
dynamics. According to this law of  nature, things, left to 
themselves, tend to decay or deteriorate. It is said that every 
physical law has a counterpart in the mental realm.

By this same reasoning dharma also, with the passage of  
time, is overwhelmed by the forces of  adharma, and whenever 
ascendancy of  adharma over dharma occurs the Lord bodies 
forth Himself  to destroy the evil forces and restore dharma 
to its pristine glory. The standing proclamation has been 
given by the Lord in the Bhagavad-Gita to this effect: 

Yada yada hi dharmasya glanirbhavati Bharata 
Abhyutthanamadharmasya tadatmanam sr jamyaham 

Paritranaya sadhunam vinasaya ca duskrtam 
Dharmasamsthapanarthaya sambhavami yuge yuge. 

Sri-La-Sri Pandrimalai Swamighal has captured for us the 
glory of  the Lord in His ten incarnations beginning with 
Matsya or Fish.  Now, we are living in the Kali age when 
dharma is said to be at its lowest ebb. But this is nothing to be 
despaired about. For one thing, despite all seeming erosion 
of  moral values, we have the standing assurance of  the Lord 
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that ultimately the Sanatana Dharma or the Eternal Law will 
prevail. If  the Kali Yuga has the disadvantage that it tends 
to make people weak and wicked, it has the merit that in 
this Yuga even the performance of  a little good brings great 
results. We have the assurance of  various scriptures like the 
Kalisantarna Upanishad and the Bhagavata that in the Kali age 
remembrance of  God's name alone is sufficient to enable us 
to cross the ocean of  Samsara.

Plato in his ION gives a beautiful account of  how such 
divine compositions are produced. "The authors of  those 
great poems do not attain to excellence through the rules of  
any art, but they utter their beautiful melodies of  verse in a 
state of  inspiration, and as it were, possessed by a spirit not 
their own, and thus it appears to me...that these transcendent 
poems are not human as the work of  men, but divine as 
coming from God."

Saints and sages do not perform miracles. It is God who 
performs them to justify the saints and sages. Holy men are 
really not aware of  the miracles attributed to them because 
they never arrogate to themselves the agency of  any action 
whatsoever. Through Swamiji's benign grace, I had the rare 
good fortune of  having the vision of  Iswari.

The present work is the outcome of  a Siddha Purushas 
divine afflatus. It expounds the story of  God's incarnations. 
And the aim is to lead us to the pathway to attain divinity. 
The work is glorious in the beginning, glorious in the middle 
and glorious in its consummation. And those who read 
these articles would be blessed, because these are of  divine  
origin and I have no doubt at all that anyone having this 
invaluable publication in his possession would be the 

recipient of  divine grace.

The Bhavan's far-flung family is indebted to Poojya 
Swamiji for his gracious permission to bring out these rare 
articles in the form of  a book.

S. RAMAKRISHNAN
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan. 
Bombay. 
Rama Navami. 
2nd April. 1982.



xviii 1

1 
maTsyavaTar of The LorD

Hrutaamnaayenoktam stavaramakaraya Vidhinaa
Drutam Maatsym dhrutvaa vapurajara Sankhaasuramatho
Kshayam neetvaa mrutyornigama ganamudhrutya Jaladhe
Rasesham samguptam jagadapicha Vedaika Saranam.

Prayer is offered surrendering to the Lord who took the 
shape of  the great fish for saving the holy Vedas from the 
Rakshasa born out of  the conch and called Somaka and for 
restoring them to the creator Brahma.

The Lord incarnates himself  whenever evil raises its  
ugly head and violently disturbs the established rule of  
Dharma. He takes the form appropriate to extirpate the 
personified evil.

It was the end of  the Kalpa. The Lord was in yogic sleep. 
His Conch slid into the Milky Ocean. Therefrom rose an 
evil giant of  extraordinary might. He swallowed the Conch. 
Thereupon he was filled with Ego. He found none anywhere 
near him. He wandered and came across Lord Brahma in 
Samadhi. He found the Vedas. He stole them and dived 
deep into the ocean making his habitation among the wildest 
marine creatures. He was in the process of  mastering the 
why, wherefore and know how of  creation.

At that moment, Lord Brahma resumed his divine 
consciousness and found himself  sans the Vedas. The 
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power of  creation was not with him any longer. He and the 
other divinities fought with the gigantic demon Somaka to 
no purpose. The Asura went beyond their reach and began 
to master the creative energy. Lord Brahma and the Devas 
prayed to Lord Sri Maha Vishnu. The Lord manifested 
himself  before them as a huge fish, fearful and titanic. He 
heard their prayer. Somaka was slain. The Conch returned 
to His hand. The Vedas were given back to Lord Brahma. 
Brahma and the other divinities prayed to him.

Vedoddhaara vichaara mate Somaka daanava samharane 
Meenaakaara sareera namo bhaktamte patripalaya maam!

"I salute the Lord who assumed the form of  the fish to kill 
Somaka and restore the Vedas to their proper place. Let him 
protect the devotees and me!"

The Avatar of  the Lord accomplished the goal and 
vanished. The Ego if  allowed to develop has the effect of  
leading one to perdition. It has to be curbed then and there. 
Somaka thought he could assume the work of  creation, 
which was not for him to do. Every one should perform 
the duty allotted to him and doing so would be the surest 
way for salvation. No one should usurp the duties of  others 
and oppress them. The Lord Who is the sole refuge of  the 
oppressed would annihilate the oppressors.

Matsyavatar had another mission to perform. It was to 
preserve creation after the deluge while fulfilling the desire 
of  an ardent devotee of  the Lord who wanted to be initiated 
into the Atmatattva by him.

Satyavrata, the Dravideswara, was an earnest devotee of  
the Lord. He was very pious. He became the Vaivaswata 

Manu later. He desired to learn the Atmatattva from the 
Lord. One day when he was offering Arghya or sacred water 
in the Kritamalika river to the Sun God, a small fish fell into 
his hands and craved his protection. The king put it in a pot.  
Next morning it grew to sixteen inches in size and could 
not be contained in it. Then the king had it put in a well as 
desired by it.

Even that was not sufficient to hold it the next day. So 
the king put it in a tank. Even that could not hold it the day 
after. The king then put it in the sea. He became confused 
and astonished. He asked it: "Who are you? Are you an ogre 
or the Lord himself ? Your phenomenal growth is highly 
surprising, Please enlighten me."

The Matsya said: "I am Janardana. Within seven days there 
will be a Pralaya. Put all kinds of  seeds and the Sattvas in a 
boat that will come to you at the time. Enter into it with the 
seven holy rishis. During the night of  Brahma fasten it with 
a mighty snake to my horn and be saved."

After instructing the king in this manner, the fish vanished. 
The king did as he was bidden by the Lord at the time of  
the deluge. The great fish form of  the Lord appeared before 
him. The Lord taught him the Atmatattva. Thereafter he 
slew the demon Somaka also called Hayagreeva who had 
purloined the Vedas from the creator Brahma. The king 
Satyavrata became Vaivaswata Manu later.

Thus the Matsyavatar had the twofold purpose of  killing 
Somaka and teaching the Atmatattva to Vaivaswata Manu. 
This teaching of  the Lord is in Matsya Purana. Verily the 
Lord Sri Maha Vishnu is the sole protector and preserver of  
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all. Let us pray to him and attain salvation by his grace: 

Noonam Evam Bhagavaan 
Saadkshaaddharir Naaraayanovyayaha 

Anugrahaayabhootaanaam 
dhatseroopam jalowkasaam

Namaste Purushasreshta Sthityutpatyapyayeswara 
Bhaktanaam nah prapannanaam mukhyobyaatma

gatir Vibho!
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2 
KoormavaTara

Manthaanaachala dhaaranaheto
Devasura paripala Vibho 

Koormakaarasareera Namo
Bhaktam te paripalaya maam!

I offer my salutations to the Lord who assumed the 
shape of  a tortoise in order to help both the gods and the 
giants who were feeling despondent and helpless when the 
Mandhara Hill sank in the milky ocean as they churned it for 
Ambrosia and the riches lost by Indra. I pray to the Lord for 
protecting me, this devotee.

The gods and the giants joined hands in a common venture! 
How strange! It all came to pass in the following manner.

The sage Durvasa came to see Indra, the Lord of  Heaven. 
He gave a divine garland to Indra. The latter lightly took 
it and threw it on his mount — the elephant, Irawata. The 
animal displayed its base instinct and trampled on it. The 
retinue of  Indra laughed at it.

This enraged the sage who was noted for his quick temper. 
He felt insulted and cursed Indra saying that all his riches 
and belongings would merge in the ocean and he would lose 
all power and position.

Indra trembled like a leaf  on hearing the curse. The sage left 
in a huff  without listening to his entreaties. His belongings 
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and riches vanished. The giants invaded his domain and 
defeated him. In his ill-fated state he approached Lord 
Vishnu through the creator, Lord Brahma, on the advice of  
his preceptor Bruhaspati.

Lord Vishnu told him that he should make friends with 
the giants, seek their help and churn the Milky Ocean by 
using the Mandhara Hill as the churn and Vasuki, the Lord 
of  serpents, as the rope for the purpose. Then he would get 
back all his riches and power.

Indra did accordingly. The giants joined him with the 
ulterior motive of  snatching away the products of  the 
venture. Both the Devas and the giants started to churn the 
Milky Ocean. The moment they began the churning, the 
Mandhara Hill began to sink. They felt helpless. The Devas 
in their despair prayed to Lord Vishnu.

Nimajjantam Vaardhow nagavaramupaalokya sahasaa
Hitaartham Devaanaam Kamata vapushaa viswagahanam

Payoraasim prushte tanujita saleelam dhrutavato 
Jagaddhaatuste bhootkimusulabhaadaaya girikaha!

The Lord assumed at that very moment the shape of  
a huge tortoise and bore the Mandhara Hill on His back  
and facilitated the operation. The hill stood firm. It was 
borne gracefully and easily by the Lord as if  it were a blade 
of  grass.

But a further calamity occurred at the moment. A deadly 
poison called Halahala issued at the outset as they churned. 
They had to flee for their very lives. They appealed again to 
the Lord. The Lord found out the reason for the mishap. 
He told them that they did not worship Vinayaka at first as 

they were in duty bound to ward off  all obstacles. Nor did 
they intimate Lord Siva, the destroyer, about their purpose 
and seek his help. They should now hasten to set right the 
omission. Vinayaka relented and prayed to Lord Siva to 
go to their succour. Lord Siva in deference to the wishes 
of  Vinayaka as well as Lord Vishnu swallowed the deadly 
poison and kept it in his throat, which became blue as a 
result leading to his getting the name "Neelakantha."

The churning went on and all the riches and Ambrosia 
were got back. The Lord had to assume the form of  the 
bewitching Mohini to keep Ambrosia and other riches away 
from the clutches of  the giants. Thus the Lord as the great 
Koorma helped the gods in getting the Ambrosia and in 
making Indra get back his pre-eminent position as the Lord of  
Heaven. He was hailed as Asdikoormokhilaadhaarastruneekruta 
jagadbharaha. Amareekruta daivowghaha peeyooshotpatti kaaranam.

He is praised as the original tortoise, the supporter of  
everything, and the holder of  the hill as if  it were a light 
blade of  grass, the maker of  the immortals, and the prime 
causal power for the restoration of  Amrita to them. Let us 
pray to him.

Om Tat Sat!
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3 
varahavaTara

Hiranyaakshah kshonee mavisadasuro nakranilayam 
Sammaadaayaamartyaih kamalajamukhairambaragataih 

Stutenaanamtatman nachiramati bhaatismavidhrutaa 
Tvayaadamshtraagre saavavani rakhilaa kanduka iva! 

Bhochorakahara punyamate krododdhruta bhoodeva Hare 
krodaakaarasareera namo bhaktamte paripaalaya maam!

"I salute the Lord Hari who had taken the form of  a boar 
to re-establish Mother Earth in her original position from 
which she was forcibly taken away and thrown in a lump into 
the ocean by the giant-thief  Hiranyaksha whom the Lord 
had annihilated in the process. I pray to that Lord to protect 
and rule over me, his devotee!"

The Lord in his divine play takes the proper form to save 
his earnest devotees in the world. No one should offend the 
devotee of  the Lord on any account. It is the worst crime 
that brings dire consequences in its wake.

Jaya and Vijaya were the two attendants of  Lord 
Mahavishnu. They learnt this at their bitter cost. One day 
the sages Sanaka, Sanandana and others came to pay their 
respects to the Lord. Jaya and Vijaya stopped them at the 
door for some time saying that it was not the proper time 
to see the Lord. In spite of  their earnest entreaties, the two 
attendants would not permit them to get in.
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The sages becoming enraged at this and cursed them 
saying that they should forfeit their positions and be born as 
giants in the world.

Jaya and Vijaya were terrified. The lord came out. He 
consoled them and told them that they should never make 
light of  devotees in that manner. Devotees had free access 
to him at all times. He asked them not to worry over spilt 
milk. They would be born as mighty Rakshasa brothers 
three times in the world, proclaim enmity towards Him, be 
destroyed by Him and return to Him in the end.

It was in consequence of  this crime that Jaya and 
Vijaya took birth in the first instance as Hiranaksha and 
Hiranyakasipu, the sons of  Diti. Hiranyaksha was cruelty 
personified. He was strong and powerful. No one could 
withstand his onslaughts. He conquered the minor gods and 
attacked Varuna, the Lord of  the waters. The latter said that 
he was not the Rakshasa’s equal. Only Lord Vishnu could 
resist him and give him battle.

Thereupon Hiranyaksha began to search for the Lord. He 
rolled down Mother Earth and pushed it to Rasatala. Mother 
Earth prayed to the Lord. He took the shape of  a boar and 
began lifting it up. The sage Narada told the searching giant 
that the Lord was in Rasatala lifting up Mother Earth.

The giant hurried to the place. He challenged the Lord to 
a mortal combat. It was a fierce event. The giant used all his 
power of  illusion, brain and brawn. The Lord made short 
work of  him. Hiranyaksha was killed. Each of  the divinities 
present in the sky watching the epic fight showered petals of  
flowers over the Lord and praised him:

Varaaharoopassambhootavaa damshtraagreyo maheemdadhow
Bhoomibhaaraharano Gopaalassaranam Mama!

“The Lord Gopala who took the shape of  a boar, bore 
the earth to safety and rid it of  all evil is my sole protector”
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4 
narasImhavaTara

Hiranyakasipucchedanaheto Prahlaadaabhaya daayakaheto 
Nrusimhachyutaroopa Namaste Bhaktam te paripalaya mam! 

Namaste Narasimhaaya Namaste Madhuvairine
Namaste Padmanetraaya Namaste Duhkkahaarine!

"Salutations to Lord Achyuta who took the shape of  
Lord Narasimha to annihilate Hiranyakasipu and provide 
protection to Prahlada. May he protect the devotee that I 
am! I salute Lord Narasimha, the enemy of  the great giant 
Madhu, the One with lotus eyes wiping out all sorrows of  
his devotees."

Of  the incarnations of  Lord Vishnu, that of  Lord 
Narasimha is distinct and unique, ferocious and dazzling. 
None ventured to approach Him for the mitigation of  his 
aggressive posture after the death of  the cruel giant for fear of  
being destroyed except His genuine devotee par excellence, 
Prahlada, the son of  Hiranyakasipu whose atrocities against 
him roused the Lord, the protector of  the meek and gentle, 
the sole succour of  His devotees who surrender to Him 
totally without any reservation whatsoever.

The Lord was ferocious, frightening and terrifying for 
it was an all-consuming anger that activated him - anger 
against the vicious giant who tried to extirpate Prahlada by 
all available means out of  ego which made him arrogant and 
proclaim himself  as the Lord of  the Universe.
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Hiranyakasipu was the brother of  Hiranyaksha whose 
misdeeds made the Lord take the shape of  a Varaha and 
kill him for the well being of  the world and its denizens. 
On hearing about it Hiranyakasipu swore to take vengeance 
against the Lord. He therefore undertook a deep penance 
for the purpose concentrating upon Lord Brahma, the 
Creator. His tapas was very severe and all the world shook 
with fear. The flames of  his concentrated prayers reacted on 
Lord Brahma who had no other go than to appear before 
him and grant his desire. 

Hiranyakasipu prayed for immortality. But Brahma said it 
was an impossibility. Thereupon the giant requested him to 
give him immunity from death at the hands of  any living or 
non-living being, the minor gods and goddesses, giants or 
men at any time during day or night, either on the earth, sky 
or water. The Lord granted him the wished for boon and 
cautioning him to be virtuous left him alone.

During the period of  his penance, his wife, Leelavati was 
carried away by Indra who had defeated the giants in the 
absence of  their king. She was pregnant at the time. Indra 
wanted to kill the baby when born and leave her there for 
he was afraid that a more vicious giant than the dreaded 
Hiranyakasipu might be born to her. Just at that time the 
sage Narada came there. He found out the intention of  
Indra.

He told Indra that the infant inside the womb of  Leelavati 
was going to be a sterling devotee of  Lord Vishnu and he 
should not kill it. Narada took Leelavati along with him to 
his hermitage and looked after her carefully. He spoke to her 
of  Lord Narayana, the all pervasive, and explained to her 

Vishnutattva. The infant in the womb imbibed the teachings 
of  the sage. So, from the time of  his descent to the world, 
the infant was permeated with Narayana-consciousness. He 
always thought of  Lord Vishnu and became devoted to the 
Lord. He was named Prahlada. Hiranyakasipu returned from 
his penance and found out what had happened during his 
absence. He conquered Indra, put him in prison and began 
to torture the devotees of  the three worlds. He said he was 
the Almighty Lord. He alone should be worshipped and 
none else. No one should think of  Vishnu or pray to him. 
He killed all those who did otherwise. But he found to his 
intense chagrin that his son acted otherwise. He thought 
it was a childish prank on his part and put him under the 
tutelage of  Chanda and Amarka, the sons of  his preceptor 
Sukracharya. They tried their best to set him right according 
to the conception of  the giant.

When Hiranyakasipu called for him after some time to test 
his progress, he found to his astonishment Prahlada declare 
thus:

Sarvateerthamayoh Vishnuhu Sarvasaastramayah Prabhuhu
Sarvakratumayoh Vishnuhu Satyam Satyam Vadaamyaham!

Prahlada extolled the greatness of  Lord Vishnu who is all 
comprising, who is permeating all the holy places, all the 
sastras and all the sacrifices. He said that Lord Vishnu was 
the only omnipotent Lord and affirmed emphatically that it 
was the eternal truth.

The anger of  the giant knew no bounds. He told the 
boy that Vishnu was their natural enemy, a rogue and of  
no consequence. He should not think of  that wretch. But 
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Prahlada would not yield. He said:

Naasti Vishnoh paramadhaama Naasti Vishnoh paramtapaha 
Naasti Vishnoh parodharmao Naasti mantrohya Vaishnavaha 

Naasti Vishnoh paramsatyam Naasti Vishnoh parojapaha 
Naasti Vishnoh paramdhyaanam Naasti Vishnoh paraagatihi! 

He categorically stated that there is no better goal or 
vanquisher of  foes than Lord Vishnu, no better Dharma, 
Mantra, Truth, Japa, Meditation or Succour than Vishnu's.

Failing in his efforts to convert the boy by peaceful 
methods, the giant tried violent means. He had the boy 
bitten by snakes, stung by scorpions and other poisonous 
creatures, thrown down from the tops of  mountains, flung 
into oceans and trampled under the feet of  huge elephants 
They had no effect on the boy whose mind was centered on 
Lord Vishnu’s.

Finally he had him brought to the court. Pointing to a 
pillar, he asked the undaunted boy if  his Vishnu could be 
found in that pillar.

Prahlada said that he would surely find Him therein. With 
great anger the giant foolishly struck at the pillar. Out came 
with terrific roars the manifestation of  the Lord as half-lion 
and half-man, very fierce to look at. The giant looked dazed, 
but collecting his wits he came up against the frightful 
presence. It was twilight, neither day nor night. The Lord 
was neither man nor beast. He lifted up the giant bodily, 
placed him on His thighs, which was neither on water nor on 
floor, all according to the boon from Brahma, and with His 
incisive nails, cut out his stomach, drank the blood and had 
the intestines for a garland.

The scene was terrible. No one was bold enough to go 
anywhere near the Lord whose ferocity was unbearable. 
Even Goddess Lakshmi feared to approach Him. Then 
Prahlada was asked to go before the Lord and, supplicate to 
Him on their behalf. Prahlada prayed to Him:

Raatrimcharaadri jataraatparisramsyamaana raklamnipeeya 
parikalpita saantramaala 

Vidraavitaakhilaasurogra Narasimharoopa Sree Narasimha 
paripaalaya maamchabhaktam

"Oh Lord Narasimha of  the terror striking form, dripping 
with blood with the garland of  intestines pulled out from 
the stomach of  the giant and striking fear in all the giants! 
Please save me, your devotee."

On listening to the prayer of  Prahlada, the Lord directed 
His merciful look towards him. He forsook His fearful 
aspect. He hugged the boy and promised to stand by him 
for all time to come.

Now all the divinities took courage into their hands and 
approached the Lord and prayed to him. The Lord made 
Prahlada the king of  giants and disappeared.

Prayer to Him is sure to remove all worries and troubles 
destroying all the evil forces that beset us.
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5 
vamanavaTara

Bhavabhandhana hara vitatamatey Paadodakavihataaghatatey 
Vatupatu Veysha manojna Namo bhaktamtey paripaalaya 

Maam!

"O Lord! always of  the mind of  freeing the devotees from 
the tentacles of  births and deaths! The water washing your 
holy feet wipes out the bands of  sins. I salute your charming 
appearance as the dwarf  Vamana. Kindly look after my 
welfare. I am your earnest devotee!"

Vamanavatar expounds the omnipresent and omnipotent 
nature of  the Lord. Nothing can defy his power. His will is 
law. But at the same time he willingly binds himself  to the 
established laws of  Dharma. It is for "Lokasangraha."

Bali was a great emperor of  the Rakshasas. He was the 
son of  Virochana. He was a follower of  Dharma. He never 
went back on his plighted word. So his material and spiritual 
wealth grew. He became all-powerful. He found that the 
Devas were constantly coming into his orbit of  activity 
and they became an eyesore to him. So he declared war on 
Indra, the Lord of  heaven. Indra consulted his preceptor, 
Brihaspati. The preceptor told him that it was impossible 
for him to oppose Bali at that juncture. It was better for 
him to leave the region and await the propitious time for 
enthronement again.

Bali thereupon became the Lord of  the three worlds. He 

Anisha Heble
Sticky Note
Please replace image with high resolution scan



22 23

became full of  ego. But then he found that the alertness and 
might of  the giants were showing a tendency to be on the 
wane. Bali consulted Prahlada. The latter told him that it was 
because of  the spiritual effulgence of  Lord Sri Hari.

Then Bali declared: "Who is that Sri Hari? Have we not 
conquered the Devas of  equal might? What is his prowess?"

Prahlada became enraged at this sacrilege and cursed him 
saying that he would be dethroned by the very same Lord Sri 
Hari Who he had scorned in that manner. In the meantime, 
Aditi, the mother of  the Devas, became miserable brooding 
over the fate of  her children and waited on her husband, the 
sage Kasyapa, who was in Samadhi state.

Kasyapa woke up from his tapas and asked her if  everything 
went on well with her. She said in reply that the sons of  
Diti had driven away the Devas so her worship of  the Gods 
and the guests had gone to dogs. Kasyapa consoled her and 
initiated her to the Payobhakshana mantra concentrating on 
meditation of  Lord Vishnu. Accordingly she pursued the 
mantra vigorously. She prayed to the Lord very intensely.

Namastey bahuroopasya aroopaaya namonamaha! 
Sarvaikaadbhutaroopaaya nirgunaaya gunaatmaney! 
Namastey Lokanaathaaya paramagnaanaroopiney! 
Sadbhaktajanavaatsalyaseeliney Mangalaatmaney! 

Yasyaavataara roopaanihyarchayanta muneeswaraaha 
Tamaadipurusham devam Namaameshtaartha siddhayey!

I bow to you, Lord of  various forms and without form! I 
salute your most highly wonderful form and your absolute 
formlessness without attributes. I offer my obeisance to you, 
the Lord of  the worlds, the personification of  the highest 

knowledge, the benefactor kindly disposed and loving 
towards those who are devotees, the blessed Universal Soul 
incarnating yourself  so as to facilitate worship by the sages 
of  glory. You are the Prime Lord. You are the Purusha from 
whom all are sprung, I pray to you for the fulfillment of  my 
desire.

Her prayer moved the Lord. He manifested Himself  
before her and asked her why she thought of  Him and what 
she desired. She said with folded hands: 

Anugraahyaasmi Deveyasa Harey Sarvaadikaarana 
Akantakasriyam dehi Matsutaanaam divowkasaam! 

Antaryaamin Jagadroopa Sarvabhootapareswara 
Tavaagnaatam kimasteeha kim maam mohayasi Prabho! 

Tathaapitava vakshyaami yanmey manasi vartatey 
Vruthaa putrasyadeveysa rakshobhih paripeeditaa 

Yeyetaannahantumicchaami matsutaa Ditijaatayaha 
Taanahatvaa sriyam dehi matsutaanaamuvaachasaa!

"O Lord of  the Devas! the primeval cause of  all! Be 
pleased with me."

Vouchsafe unto my sons, the Devas, all wealth without 
any impediments and pricks. You are the Lord who is 
Antaryaamin - the moving spirit resident in all. You are of  
the shape of  the Universe and the Lord of  all beings. Can 
there be anything that you do not know? Why should you 
try to create illusory ideas before me? You know clearly what 
is in my mind. My sons are harassed and troubled by the 
giants. Kindly give them back all their wealth and prosperity 
without anybody being killed. I desire that there should be 
no bloodshed. The sons of  Diti and my sons should not be 
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involved in death-dealing warfare.

I am very much pleased with your desire, which you have 
spelt out with great love for the sons of  Diti, your Sapatni, 
and co-wife. You shall be safe hereafter and all auspiciousness 
will accrue to you.  You shall be free from all worry. 

The Lord undertook to allay the fears of  the Devas and 
look after their welfare. He said he would be born to her 
for the purpose. Just at this time, the Devas went to Lord 
Brahma for redress. The latter took them along with him to 
Lord Sri Hari. The Lord heard their petition and promised 
to do the needful. He was born as a dwarf  to Aditi. He 
was called Vamana. His beauty and spiritual aura overawed 
everybody. None could refuse him anything. He learnt the 
cause for the sorrow of  his mother and at once set out to 
fulfill her desire without any violence. He came to the court 
of  Bali.

Bali was charmed by his bewitching and pristine beauty. 
He asked Vamana what he wanted . He was prepared to 
give anything to the Lord. The Lord asked to be given three 
feet of  land according to the measure of  His foot. Bali was 
surprised at such a ludicrous request. He asked the lad to 
take as much wealth as he wanted. After all three feet of  land 
could be of  no use at all.

But Vamana insisted upon being given only the land of  
the measure stated by him. Bali prepared to do so. Then the 
preceptor of  the giants, Sukracharya, came there. He said 
that the boy did not seem to be an ordinary lad and Bali 
should not make the gift. But Bali said that he could not go 
back on his word, come what may.

As the giant was gifting the land by the ritual of  pouring 
water into the lad's hands, Sukracharya obstructed the flow 
of  water by assuming the form of  an insect. Vamana took 
a piece of  Kusa grass and pricked the opening of  the jar. It 
made Sukracharya lose one eye. 

Thus frustrated, he left.

After the gift was made, Vamana assumed the Cosmic 
Form. With one foot he occupied the whole universe. With 
another foot he covered the whole space of  the sky. There 
was no place for the third foot. Bali thereupon showed his 
head as the place for it. Vamana pushed him down with his 
foot to Rasatala in the under regions. He gave Indra the 
over lordship which he had lost. Now Prahlada, the sterling 
devotee of  the Lord, came running to him and interceded 
on behalf  of  Bali.

He said that Bali was a person of  righteous conduct and 
deserved mercy being shown to him. The Lord allowed Bali 
to be in Patala.

He had been punished for his arrogance and open 
defiance of  the Lord. As he sowed, so he reaped. His virtue 
saved him from annihilation. It bestowed distinction on him 
also in a unique way. The Lord bound himself  to his own 
prescription of  Dharma. The power of  virtue of  Bali was 
such that the Lord promised to be the watchman at the gates 
of  his palace and protect him from all evil.

Lord Sri Hari is All merciful and impartial. He is the time 
spirit. He takes upon Himself  voluntarily certain ties to 
redeem His devotees and obeys His own laws of  Dharma. 
Let us pray to Him, Vamana, who became the Infinite, even 
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as Aditi had prayed to him:

Yagnesa yagnapurushaachyuta teerthapaada teerthasrava 
ravana mangala naamadheya, aapannalokavrujinopasamo 

dayaadrusannaha krudheesa Bhagavannasi deenanaadhaha!

"We shall pray to him the Lord of  the sacrifice, the 
Yajnapursha, Achyuta, without any abatement or destruction, 
the Lord whose holy feet form the sacred Teerthas, whose 
sacred name is a blessed and auspicious one and who is the 
protector of  the needy and the afflicted and the Lord very 
kind and merciful to the affected."

OM TAT SAT
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6 
ParusuramavaTara

Kshitipati Vamsakshayakaramoorthe, paripaalayamaam! 
Bhrugukula Raama paresa namo bhaktamte Kshitipati 
kartaaharamoorthe Jamadagnisuto bhootvaa Raamaha 
parasudhrugvibhuhu Sahasraar junahantaiva Tasmai 

Ugraatmane namaha!

"I salute the Lord of  the fiercest mind, animated by rage 
at the vicious behaviour of  Kartaveeryarjuna of  thousand 
hands who had offended him by killing the sage Jamadagni 
whose son he had chosen to become, Lord Parasurama 
wielding the battle-axe. O Lord! You were born as the son 
of  the sage Jamadagni in the Bhruguvamsa, you, the Lord 
of  the worlds, to wipe out the evil-minded kings of  the 
world whose very existence in the world made Bhoomidevi 
unhappy and miserable."

Lord Parasurama is the sixth avatar of  the Lord Sri 
Mahavishnu who made His powerful effulgent felt at a time 
when the Kshatriyas, entrusted with the well-being of  the 
world, became cruel and evil violators of  dharma, thus 
becoming the eyesore of  the meek and the gentle, the sages 
and the saints.

The Lord was born to Renukadevi and the sage Jamadagni. 
His mother committed the indiscretion of  diverting her mind 
to the sporting of  a Gandharva with his wives while on the 
work to fetch water for the husband's ablutions. Jamadagni 
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came to know about it through his occult eye and became 
enraged at her misbehaviour, albeit mentally. 

He ordered his sons Ramanvata, Susheshana, Vasu, 
Visvavasu and Parasurama to kill their mother who had gone 
astray. The other sons refused to obey him. But Parasurama 
who knew his father's powers obeyed him with alacrity. 
Jamadagni cursed his other sons.

He was pleased with Parasurama and asked him to choose 
any boon he wanted. He would grant it.

Lord Parasurama requested him to restore his mother to 
life, to free his brothers from the curse and bless him with 
victory always against any foe.

The sage, true to his word, granted him what he wanted. 
Renukadevi came back to life chastened and brilliant. His 
brothers shone well - shorn of  their sin.

Then the Lord paid a visit to the sage Rucheeka, his 
grandfather, after obtaining permission to do so from his 
father. After a short stay there He went to the hermitage of  
the sage par excellence ourva, and then to that of  Bhrugu. 
The inmates of  the ashram could not stand his spiritual 
brilliance and shut their eyes.

The sage asked Him to offer penance to Lord Paramasiva 
so that He could get beneficial results and invincibility. 
The Lord performed such a penance that all around were 
astonished at His power of  concentration and meditation. 
Lord Siva appeared before Him and instructed Him to 
perform pilgrimage to the sacred teerthas so as to become 
able to bear the auspicious and highly powerful Roudrastra.

The need for pilgrimage to teerthas of  sanctity was 
highlighted by the Lord. Parasurama did so and after the 
round of  pilgrimages resumed His austerities. In the 
meantime, the Devas were troubled by the giants. So they 
went to Lord Siva for protection. The Lord sent Mahodara 
to Parasurama to embark on the venture. The sage said he 
had no weapons with which he could fight against them. 
Thereupon, Lord Siva gave him the fierce battle-axe. With 
it the spiritual energy of  the Lord crept into him. The 'Hara 
Sakti' combined with the 'Hari Sakti' and the sage became 
renowned as Parasurama, the invincible.

He defeated the giants, restored Indra to his supreme 
position and continued his penance once again. Lord Siva 
bestowed on him the Bhargavastra of  immense annihilating 
power. He thereupon returned to the Ashram of  his father. 
On the way he released a gandharva from a curse, which 
made him take the shape of  a tiger and attack a young boy 
who was the son of  a sage called Santa. He called the boy 
Akrutavrana and made him his disciple.

A king called Haihaya came to the hermitage of  his 
father. The sage treated him right royally. But the king killed 
the sage when he refused to give him the celestial cow he  
had with him. Parasurama who had been absent found 
on his return his mother weeping over the dead body 
of  his father beating her breast 21 times. The incensed  
Parasurama vowed that he would wipe out the Kshatriyas 
21 times.

In the meantime, the sage Bhrugu came there and revived 
Jamadagni by his mantric power. Parasurama told his father 
about his terrible vow. Jamadagni tried to reason with him 
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and deter him from his fearful purpose.

Finding his efforts to be of  no avail, he advised Parasurama 
to go to Lord Brahma, the Creator and abide by his decision. 
Parasurama accordingly went to Brahma. The latter did not 
like that he should destroy all the Kshatriyas of  his creation. 
But He did not spell out his dissent. He directed him to go 
to Lord Siva who alone could help him in his mission. He 
went to Lord Siva, who gave him divine weapons and the 
Kavacha or breastplate for his protection.

He kept them on the bank of  a tank and went on meditating 
upon Lord Vishnu whose aspect he was. Two deer came 
there at the time. The male deer said to the female one that 
there was no need to have any fear for the person doing japa 
was Lord Parasurama who was praying for Lord Vishnu's 
power to descend on him.

It said further that the sage could get Lord Vishnu's 
Kavacha only after hearing Krishnamruta Stotra from 
Sage Agastya. Parasurama was amazed to hear these  
words. At once he went to Agastyasrama and heard the 
Stotra recited by that sage. He imbibed great spiritual  
merit thereby.

He killed the hunter who chased the deer. The deer 
attained heaven as they had heard the Krishnamruta 
Stotra. Parasurama thereupon prayed to Lord Mahavishnu 
with great intensity and fervour. The Lord permeated him 
with his power and energy and manifested in him. He 
told Parasurama that he would be identified as his Avatar. 
He would kill all the evil-minded rulers who had violated 
dharma. The Lord further told that His power manifested 

in the sage would return to Him when He was going to 
incarnate himself  as Lord Raghu Rama. Till then he would 
be blazing as his Avatar.

Thereafter Parasurama bathed in the holy Narmada and 
waged battle with Kartaveeryarjuna who had dared to kill his 
father. The battle was fierce. Parasurama won it with a bang. 
He killed the king and his sons outright. As a measure of  
thanks giving he went to Mount Kailas to offer his respects 
to the Lord.

Lord Vigneswara stopped him saying that the Lord and 
Mother Parvati were alone and he should not go in. There 
was a scuffle. Vigneswara lifted the sage with his trunk 
suspending him so as to see the seven worlds. Parasurama 
was ruffled. As a retaliation he struck Lord Vinayaka with his 
battle-axe as a result of  which one of  the latter's tusks broke 
and fell down with great sound.

The tremendous sound made on the occasion made both 
Lord Siva and Mother Parvati come out to see what the 
matter was. Lord Vinayaka told what had happened. Mother 
Parvati was beside herself  with anger when she found 
that Parasurama who had received favours from them had 
the audacity to harm their son. Lord Siva fearing harm to 
Parasurama thought of  Lord Vishnu who appeared there at 
once and pacified the Mother.

Parasurama humbled himself  before them, paid his 
respects to them all and returning to his father told him all 
that happened. Jamadagni asked him to perform penance on 
the Mahendragiri to atone for the sin of  having killed many 
kings. Parasurama went to that mountain for the purpose of  
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performing the penance enjoined upon him by his father.

After some years had gone by he learnt that his father was 
killed by one of  the sons of  Kartaveerya in hiding and that 
his mother had burnt herself  on the funeral pyre of  her hus-
band. This roused the anger of  Parasurama.

He became determined to kill all the kings besides the 
members of  the Kartaveerya race and offer oblations to 
his father and his ancestors with their blood. He acted 
accordingly and burnt the Kartaveerya city also in the 
bargain. Then he was overtaken by a merciful outlook. He 
removed himself  to a deep forest and began to perform 
penance once again. But then a grandson of  Viswamitra 
called Paravasu came there and mocked at him and taunted 
him with the statement that he was afraid and so hid himself  
from the kingly caste. Paravasu gathered the remnant of  the 
Kshatriyas left round him to attack Parasurama who became 
very furious at the affront.

He killed all the kings 21 times. He had five tanks dug and 
filled them with the blood of  his victim kings and performed 
oblations to his father and his ancestors true to his vow. 
These tanks came to be known as Syamantapanchaka. While 
he performed the oblations his ancestors instructed him to 
expiate his sins by performing Aswamedha sacrifice. As he 
did so many sages came to see him.

They prayed to him to make the Sea-god give up the 
Gokarna Kshetra, which was submerged by him. Parasurama 
said that he had given up arms and taken to meditation to 
atone for the wholesale killing of  Kshatriyas.

But a sage called Sushka told him that no sin would come 

to by him donning arms to free the Gokarna Kshetra for 
worship by all. Thereupon, Lord Parasurama went to the 
deep ocean and requested the Sea-god to be good enough 
to give up the Kshetra for universal benefit. The Sea-god  
did not comply with his request. Parasurama called to him 
twice peacefully.

When Varuna failed to consent to his request even then, 
he took up the Agneyastra to dry up the sea in great anger, 
Varuna became afraid, appeared before the Lord and fell at 
his feet before him craving for his mercy. Parasurama gave 
him protection and asked him to obey his command. Varuna 
said he would recede as far as the sage wished. The sage 
threw a missile and it covered two yojanas. The sea went 
back to that extent leaving the Kshetra free.

Parasurama gave away the world with the seven islands as 
a gift to the sage Kasyapa who asked him to vacate and go 
elsewhere as he should not make use of  a gifted land. Then 
he requested the Sea-god to give him space which the latter 
did as he knew his power.

Now the time came for the withdrawal of  Lord Vishnu's 
manifestation in him as the Lord was born as Sri Rama, the 
son of  Dasaratha, King of  Ayodhya, who had managed to 
escape the wrath of  the sage by showing himself  always in 
wedding attire whenever the sage came across him.

Learning that the Lord had broken the bow of  Lord Siva 
in Janaka's house, Parasurama became very angry and met 
them while Lord Raghu Rama was returning to Ayodhya 
with Mother Sita and his father and brothers. Dasaratha 
became terribly afraid and prayed to him to spare his son. 
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But Parasurama did not care. He mocked at Sri Rama for 
having broken an old and decayed bow and challenged him 
to make use of  his bow.

Lord Sri Rama took the bow with the greatest agility and 
ease and while doing so withdrew the Vishnu tejas in the 
sage. Parasurama found Lord Vishnu in him, knew that the 
purpose of  his Avatar was over, surrendered to the Lord and 
went away.

In the Dwaparayuga he was the guru of  Bheeshma, Drona 
and Karna. The last named learned Astras from him through 
a ruse and was cursed by him as a result. Thus the Avatar  
of  Parasurama was for a specific purpose. He is ever ready 
to help devotees. So let us pray to this turbulent Avatar of  
the Lord:

Jamadagnikulaadityo Renukaadbhutasaktidhruk 
Maatruhatyaadinnirlepaha Skandajidvipraraayadaha 

Sarva kshatraantakrudweera darpahaa Kaartaveeryajit 
Saptadweepavadee daattaa sivaarchakayasahpradaha 

Bheemah Parasuraamascha Sivaachaaryaika Viswaboohu 
Sivaakhilagnaanakosa Bheeshmaachaaryaognidaivataha 

Padmapatra Vissalaksho Padmanaabha Surottama 
Bhaktaanaamanuraktaanaam Traataabhava Janaardana!

"O Lord Janaardana! the protector of  people. Attached 
to devotees! O the lotus-eyed Lord of  Lords with the lotus 
in the navel! O Lord of  the Devas! the Sun of  the race of  
Jamadagni and the energy of  Renuka! Untouched by the 
murder of  the mother, victor of  every battle, annihilator of  
all kshatriyas! Wiper out of  Kartaveerya, donor of  the world 
with the seven islands, the fiercest among men, the Acharya 

of  Bheeshma and Drona and the repository of  Siva-sakti 
and Siva's favour, the knower of  Siva and his form! Be thou 
our protector!"
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7 
srI ramavaTara

Seethaavallabha Daasarathe Dasarathanandana Lokaguro! 
Raavanamardana Raama namo Bhaktam te paripaalaya mam! 

Kshanaarchamapi yacchittam tvayitishttatyachanchalam 
Tasya agnaanamanarthaanaam moolam nasyati tatkshanaat 

Tattishattatu mano Raama Tvayi naanyatra me sadaa!

"O Lord of  Mother Sita! Son of  Dasaratha delighting 
him! Preceptor of  the Universe! Extirpator of  Ravana! Lord 
Rama! My salutations to you! I am your devotee. Protect me. 
If  a person were to spend even half  a moment steadfastly in 
contemplation of  you, the root cause of  the evils of  Ajnana 
or ignorance in him would be annihilated at once. O Lord 
Rama! I pray that my mind be centered on you always!"

Lord Rama is the redeemer. He wiped out Ravana and 
ensured safety for all the followers of  Dharma. The 
Ramavatar is Dharmavatar. "Ramo Vigrahavan Dharmaha!" 
He is the very personification of  Dharma itself, Lakshmana 
could kill Indrajit with his astra only when he uttered the 
following mantra and sped it towards the foe.

Dharmaatmaa satyasandhascha Raamo Daasarathiryadi 
Powruschechaapratidwandwa Saarainam jahi Raavanim!

“O Arrow; If  Lord Rama, the son of  Dasaratha, is the 
soul of  Dharma, if  he is a strict votary of  Truth and if  
he is without peer to oppose him bravely, kill Indrajit, son  
of  Ravana!" 
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Thus urged the arrow took its toll and the invincible 
Indrajit had his head cut off  and he lost his life. This is the 
Moolamantra of  the Ramayana. Lord Rama's attributes are 
graphically depicted in it. Lord Rama is the ideal superman, 
the Purushottama, to be worshipped and attained.

Dasaratha, the King of  Ayodhya, had no children for a 
long time. He was feeling very depressed on that account. 
Suddenly it dawned on his mind that he should perform a 
horse sacrifice for the purpose. The sages and the brahmins 
of  the court along with his preceptor sage Vasishtha enjoined 
on him the need for it. Just then Sumantra told him that he 
had heard long ago while Sanatkumara spoke to the rishis 
that the sage Rusyasrunga of  Angarajya would show the way 
to the king for getting good progeny. It is pertinent to note 
here that everything will happen only at the appointed time. 
Though Sumantra had known that Rusyasrunga would help 
his king to get heirs for the throne, he had not said anything 
about it till that moment. As the proper time had arrived for 
the incarnation of  the Lord to occur, Dasaratha embarked 
on the performance of  the sacrifice necessary for it and 
Sumantra assured him of  success in his endeavour.

He took the permission of  Vasishtha and went to the 
capital of  Angadesa. It was ruled by Romapada whose 
daughter Santa was married to the sage Rusyasrunga. On the 
request of  Dasaratha and with the permission of  Romapada, 
Rusyasrunga came to Ayodhya for the performance of  the 
Aswamedha Yaga. After that sacrifice was over, Dasaratha 
saluted the sage and requested him to perform a sacrifice 
that could help him in begetting sons. Accordingly, the sage 
had the Putrakameshti yagna performed.

All the divinities including Brahma, the creator, came to 
take their portion of  the Havis.  The Devas complained 
to Brahma about the atrocities committed by Ravana. The 
creator said that Ravana could be killed only by a mortal. Just 
then Lord Vishnu came there. All the Devas and Brahma 
prostrated before Him and told him about the misdeeds 
of  the cruel giant Ravana. They prayed to Him to divide 
Himself  into four forms and be born to Dasaratha whose 
three wives could be compared to Hree, Sree and Keerti and 
therefore fit for his Avatar in them. Thereupon, Lord Vishnu 
said that he would take birth as desired by them, kill Ravana 
and rule for 14,000 years in the world. They were satisfied 
with the Lord's promise and requested him to return to 
Vaikunta after the successful completion of  the Avatar. At 
the conclusion of  the sacrifice a divine personality came out 
of  the sacrificial fire holding a vessel containing Payasam (a 
milk pudding) and told Dasaratha to share it among his three 
wives and they would bring forth sons as desired by him. 
The king was immensely happy. He took the divine liquid 
to the inner apartments and gave half  of  it to his first wife, 
Kausalya. Half  of  the remainder the next gave to Sumitra 
and half  of  what was still remaining to Kaikeyi. The remnant 
after this division was given again to Sumitra. This shows the 
Dharmic nature of  Dasaratha who, though he loved Kaikeyi 
most of  all gave due recognition to the eldest wife Kausalya 
and paid due regard to Sumitra for her excellent qualities of  
head and heart. They became pregnant.

In the meantime, the Creator called the Devas together 
and asked them to be born in their amsas in the Vanara 
tribes to be of  help to the Lord in his Avatar. Indra gave 
birth to Vali, Surya to Sugreeva, Kubera to Gandhamadana, 
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Viswakarma to Nala, Agni to Neela, the Aswins to Mainda 
and Dwivida, Varuna to Suchena, Parjanya to Sarabha, Vayu 
to Anjaneya and the others to crores of  Vanaras of  gigantic 
strength and ability. Brahma had already created Jambavan, 
the bear lord in his amsa. 

Hanumantha or Anjaneya was Harasakti. The energy of  
Lord Siva was borne by Vayudeva and given to Anjana. There 
is no difference between Hara and Hari. The Sakti of  both 
came into play when and where necessary. Hanumantha was 
the main help of  the Lord from the time both met.

Twelve months passed and the Lord was born to the wives 
of  Dasaratha in four aspects. He was born to Kausalya with 
half  his total energy on the ninth day of  the bright part of  
the month of  Chaitra under the star Punarvasu when the 
planets the Sun, Angaraka, Brihaspati, Sukra and Sani were 
at their ascendant positions in the Mesha, Makara, Karkataka 
Meena and Tula Rasis. He was named Rama, the delighter 
of  the universe. Bharata was born to Kaikeyi under the star 
Pushya in Meena Lagna on the same day. In the afternoon, 
under the star Asresha in Karkataka Lagna, Lakshmana and 
Satrughna were born to Sumitra.

This auspicious event was hailed by all the denizens of  the 
world and the deities in heaven as it marked the beginning of  
the end of  the evil regime of  Ravana.

The boys grew up very well making the Solar race get 
added lustre thereby. Dasaratha was very fond of  Rama 
who shone over the others towering like a flagstaff. They 
pursued their studies diligently and became proficient in 
the Vedas, Vedangas and all the kingly arts. Sri Rama was 
always accompanied by Lakshmana who was like his alter 

ego. Without Lakshmana by his side Rama would not sleep 
or eat. Likewise, were Bharata and Satrughna. The time to 
get them married came and Dasaratha was discussing the 
matter with his ministers. Just then the eminent Brahmarishi 
Viswamitra came there. He said "I am conducting a sacrifice. 
Two giants Maricha and Subahu are bent upon spoiling it. 
As I have to eschew anger in the performance of  the ritual, I 
cannot afford to curse them. I request you to send Sri Rama 
with me to destroy them.

Sryaschaasmai pradaasyaami bahuroopan na samsayagha 
Trayaanamapi lokaanaam yena khyaatim gamishyati!

"I shall make his name and fame resound in the three 
worlds and bring him all blessedness in devious ways."

The request of  Viswamitra unsettled the king who hesitated 
at first to send Sri Rama with him due to his intense love 
for him and his fear for his safety as he did not know the 
real worth of  the Lord. He was about to incur the wrath 
of  the sage when Vasishtha intervened. The king thereupon 
sent Sri Rama with the sage. Needless to say that Lakshmana 
went along with him.

Viswamitra initiated Sri Rama to the two mantras 'Bala 
and Atibala’, which could keep him alert, vigorous and 
shining always without fatigue and without danger from the 
Rakshasas either when asleep or when awake. They would 
make him invincible. No one could outreach him in beauty, 
wisdom, ability, speech, valour and strength of  arms. Sri 
Rama became the master of  the mantras thus granted to 
him by the sage. He killed the cruel giantess Tataka, though 
she was a woman. He did so for the benefit of  humanity 
as a ruler had the responsibility to do so. No sin could be 
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attached to him for the act. Sri Rama said to Viswamitra in 
this connection.

Piturvachana nirdesaatpiturvachana gouravaat vachanam
kousikasyati kartavyamavisankayaa!

"O Sage! I shall fulfill all your commands without 
hesitation. I am asked to do so by my father. Will I bring 
shame to my father by not following his instructions? Never. 
I shall obey you in all things." 

This reveals the intense Pitrubhakti and Acharyabhakti of  
the Lord for all to emulate.

Sri Rama killed Tataka by mere strength of  physique. The 
sage was pleased and he made Sri Rama proficient in the use 
of  all the divine astras by ushering him to the appropriate 
mantras. The mantras for the withdrawal of  the astras after 
being sped were also taught by the sage. The deities of  the 
astras appeared before the Lord for orders. He gave them 
leave to appear for and on his behalf  as and when called 
upon to do so. Then they came to Siddhasrama where the 
Lord had performed tapas in his Vamanavatar. Here the sage 
Viswamitra began his sacrifice. Maricha and Subahu came to 
spoil it. By the use of  Manavastra Maricha was swept away 
and lodged in the ocean about hundred yojanas away. With 
Agneyastra he killed Subahu and Vayuvyastra took care of  
the other Rakshasas. After this yagasamrakshana, the sage 
took the princes to Mithila to attend the swayamvara of  Sita, 
the daughter of  the King Janaka. Very near Mithila, they 
came yet again to an ashram. It was the hermitage of  the 
sage Goutama. Here at the very touch of  his foot Ahalya, 
the wife of  Gautama, who was lying in the form of  a stone 
form for long years due to a curse by her husband, assumed 

her beautiful human form and praised the Lord. The sage 
who also came there at the time worshipped the Lord and 
took her back. Viswamitra went with the princes to the 
yagasala of  King Janaka. Satananda, the preceptor of  the 
king, was the son of  Ahalya and he was very glad on learning 
about the reunion of  his mother with his father. He praised 
the Lord. Janaka showed the bow of  Lord Siva which one 
had to pick up and string to gain the hand of  his daughter, 
Sita. He was in a desperate state as none could so far even 
lift it up. The Lord sought the permission of  Viswamitra to 
take it up and speed an arrow from it. He took it up very 
easily and in the process of  fixing an arrow broke it into two. 
The loud reverberating sound put all into a swoon excepting 
Janaka, Viswamitra and the princes. The marriage of  Sita 
with Sri Rama was fixed. Urmila, his second daughter, was to 
marry Lakshmana and Mandavi and Srutakeerti, daughters 
of  Janaka's brother 'Kusadwaja' were to marry Bharata and 
Satrughna respectively. King Dasaratha arrived there from 
Ayodhya with his family preceptor Vasishtha and his retinue. 
The marriages were celebrated with great éclat. The sage 
Viswamitra left them after this as he had fulfilled his mission.

King Dasaratha was returning to Ayodhya with the 
married couples. On their way they were waylaid by Lord 
Parasurama. He was angry that Sri Rama took his name and 
broke the bow of  Lord Siva whom he held in the highest 
esteem. He did not know who really Sri Rama was. The time 
came for the pass over of  the Vishnu Sakti in him to Lord 
Sri Rama who merely took the bow from him and with it all 
his power. Parasurama went away realising that the purpose 
of  his avatar was over and taken up by Lord Sri Rama. They 
all reached Ayodhya. Everything was joyful and pleasant 
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for some time. After some years Dasaratha wanted to make 
Rama king in his place. At that time, Bharata and Satrughna 
were away at their father-in-law's place. Then Kaikeyi, the 
mother of  Bharata, instructed by the evil Manthara made 
Dasaratha send Rama to the forest for 14 years and promise 
to crown Bharata in his place in consequence of  two boons 
given by the king in the past when she had saved him in the 
war between the Devas and the Asuras. This was unbearable 
for Dasaratha. But he had to gratify her wish. The act of  
Kaikeyi was in keeping with the divine will.

Sri Rama went to the forest along with Mother Sita and his 
brother Lakshmana. He was determined to save the honour 
of  his father's plighted word. Dasaratha died as he could 
not bear the separation from his darling son. Bharata came 
and he was very furious with his mother for her dastardly 
act.  He refused to be crowned in place of  Rama. He went 
to the Lord who was at Chitrakoota to bring him back and 
set him on the throne. His plea to the Lord failed. However, 
he was given the Lord's padukas, which the faithful devotee 
brother Bharata regarded to be the Lord in flesh and blood. 
He said he would  attire himself  even as the Lord had done 
and rule the kingdom in the Lord's name keeping himself  
outside the capital for fourteen years. He would not live if  
the Lord were not to return at the appointed time and take 
back the kingdom. This act of  faithful self-abnegation on 
his part moved the Lord and everybody to tears. Bharata 
was the ideal brother par excellence and he left the Lord in 
the forest and ruled in the name of  the Lord reporting daily 
to the padukas about the affairs of  the state.  He took the 
ascetic garb and waited for the Lord's return.

The Lord wandered in the forests killing the Rakshasas. 

Lakshmana cut off  the nose and ears of  the demoness 
Soorpanakha, sister of  Ravana, who intruded on their 
privacy and tried to harm Mother Sita. On her behalf  Khara 
and Dooshana who were kept as protectors of  Rakshasas 
by Ravana attacked the Lord. The Lord killed them single-
handed with all their 14,000 followers making the forests 
safe for the righteous rishis who they had assailed and teased 
all along. Soorpanakha fled to her brother Ravana and 
sought his help to punish Sri Rama. Ravana took the help 
of  Maricha whom he sent as a golden deer to draw away Sri 
Rama and Lakshmana, stole Sita and took her by force to 
Lanka mortally wounding on the way the Eagle Jatayu, who 
chose to rescue her from him. The Lord became miserable 
at the loss of  Mother Sita and roamed in search of  her. 
Lakshmana shared his sorrow. They secured the  friendship 
of  Sugreeva, the king of  Vanaras, deprived of  his wife and 
kingdom by his superior brother Vali. Hanuman brought 
about this fraternal and eternal friendship between the 
Lord and Sugreeva. Lord Sri Rama killed Vali and gave the 
Vanara kingdom to Sugreeva as Vali had violated Dharma 
and deserved punishment. Now Hanuman came into the 
picture as the main instrument of  the Lord. He recognised 
Brahman in the Lord and became his devotee. The Lord 
made use of  him to find out the abode of  Ravana and the 
whereabouts of  the divine mother. He was given the Lord's 
ring as an identification to be shown to her when located. 
The exploits of  Hanuman form the pith and substance 
of  the Lord's history from now onwards. The identity of  
Hanuman was so great that Rama nama became his weapon 
of  offence, defense and sustenance. He found Mother Sita, 
burnt Lanka, killed Akshayakumara, the son of  Ravana, 
gave a foretaste of  what would happen to Ravana for having 
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stolen the Lord's wife and got the choodamani from Mother 
Sita with her message to the Lord to free her. Lord Sri Rama 
thereupon came to the South sea en route to Lanka. Then 
Vibheeshana, the saintly brother of  Ravana, forsook his 
brother and sought the protection of  the Lord. The Lord 
gave him protection though the others objected to his giving 
abhaya to the enemy's brother. The Lord said to Sugreeva in 
this connection:

Sakrudeva prapannaaya Tavaasmeeti cha yaachate 
Abhayam sarvabhootabhyo dadaamyetadvratam Mama 
Aanayainam Harisreshta dattamasyaabhyam Mayaa 
Vibheeshanovas Sugreeva yadavaa Raavanaswayam

"Whoever be it, if  he were to say, 'I surrender to you, I seek 
your protection, I am your man', it is my vow to take him 
under my fold and save him from any fear or danger from 
any quarter. So Sugreeva! go and bring that Rakshasa, be he 
Vibheeshana or Ravana himself. I shall give him shelter."

The Lord is thus the succour of  all that surrender unto 
him without any reservation or hesitation. He is Saranagata 
Rakshaka, Vibheeshana was made Lord of  Lanka then and 
there. The sea was bridged and the battle began between 
Sri Rama and Ravana. The hordes of  Rakshasas were 
killed by the Lord aided by his Vanara army. He gave every 
opportunity to Ravana to have a fair combat. When Ravana 
became tired after a tough fight with him and was unable to 
carry on further, the Lord told him:

Gacchaanujaanaami ranaarditastvam 
Pravisya raatrinchararaaja Lankaam 
Aaavaasya niryaahi ratheecha dhanvee 

Tadaabalam drakshyasi me rathasthaha!

"I give you permission. You can go back to Lanka, take 
rest, get a new chariot, bow and arrows and come back fully 
refreshed. I shall show my skill over you then."

It is only given to Lord Sri Rama to say to an enemy in that 
compassionate manner. Kumbhakarna, Indrajit and all the 
heroes on whom Ravana relied were wiped out. Hanuman 
restored Lakshmana back to life by getting the Sanjeeva 
parvata when he was mortally wounded by Ravana's Sakti. 
Ravana was ultimately killed and Vibheeshana was installed 
on the throne. Mother Sita was taken after she proved her 
chastity by entering the fire in full view of  all the armies. 
The Devas, Brahma, Lord Siva and others appeared before 
him and praised him. He was told that he was Lord Vishnu 
himself  and there was no ground to suspect the truthfulness 
of  Mother Sita who was Goddess Lakshmi herself. The 
Lord went back to Ayodhya, redeemed his word to Bharata 
and assumed the rule over Kosala. Sugreeva, Vibheeshana, 
Anjaneya and others were all suitably rewarded and they 
went back to their abodes. Anjaneya was next to Lord Sri 
Rama in this avatar and wherever the Lord is wor shipped 
he is invariably worshipped. There is always a temple for 
Hanuman wherever there is a temple for Sri Rama. He is 
Chiranjeevi and the next Brahma. The Lord and Mother Sita 
blessed him.

After some years Sri Rama sent Mother Sita to the forests 
again due to the word of  a washerman who found fault 
with him for having taken back his wife who was in another 
man's house. Sita was looked after by the sage Valmiki. She 
was pregnant at the time. She delivered the twins Lava and 
Kusa in the ashram of  the sage. The sage looked after their 
training and taught them the Ramayana composed by him. 
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At the time of  Aswamedha by Sri Rama, the two boys sang 
the Ramayana before the Lord who found out who they 
were. He was prepared to take back the divine mother if  
she were to swear publicly to the satisfaction of  the people 
about her chastity. Mother Sita swore before the full court 
of  Lord Sri Rama accordingly and requested Mother Earth 
to take her in if  she was always truthful to the Lord with 
no thought about anyone. Immediately the ground opened 
before all and Mother Earth took her down with her seating 
her on a gemmed throne. The Lord became miserable. He 
became angry at Mother Earth and sought to cleave her into 
two with a terrible astra when Brahma and the other deities 
appeared before him and calmed him stating that the part 
of  Mother Sita who was Goddess Lakshmi was over. He 
should finish his sacrifice and come back to Vaikunta at the 
appointed time. The Lord did so. The time came for the 
Lord's return to Vaikunta. The God of  Death Yama came to 
him in the guise of  a muni. He said that no one should come 
while they talked in camera and if  any one were to do so, that 
person should be ordered to be beheaded. Lord Sri Rama 
promised to do so, Lakshmana was kept at the entrance of  
the room to prevent anyone from entering. Then Yama told 
him that the purpose of  his avatar was over and he should 
return to Vaikunta. Just at this moment Lakshmana came 
in and Yama disappeared. The sage Doorvasa came to see 
the Lord just then and said that he would curse the whole 
Raghu race if  he were not to be allowed to get in at once. 
With a view to protecting the race at the risk of  his life 
Lakshmana got in. The Lord was unhappy and in a fix. He 
should order the beheading of  his beloved brilliant brother 
as per his promise to Yama. But as the rishis told him that 

expulsion from the country was equivalent to punishment 
in the case, Lakshmana was expelled. He entered the Sarayu 
river and reached Vaikunta. As the Lord could not bear his 
separation, he, Bharata, Satrughna and others entered the 
Sarayu likewise and the avatar was over.

The avatar was for the establishment of  Dharma in 
its pristine state. He was the ideal man. His wife is the  
model wife. His brothers were ideal brothers. His  
followers Sugreeva, Vibheeshana, Jambavan. Angada and 
Anjaneya were ideal retinue. Let us follow them. His divine 
name is very powerful and potent. As Lord Siva said to 
Goddess Parvati:

Sree Raama Raama Raameti Rama Raamo manoramo 
Sahasranaamatattulyam varaanane!

"O Parvati! the divine name of  Rama is of  the power 
of  thousand names of  the Lord bringing in happiness and 
peace of  mind!" So let us pray to him!

Srunvanti Gaayanti cha ye kathaaste Raghunandana! 
Pasyanti Tava padaabje bhavaarnaya sutaaranam! 
Raamaya Ramabhadraya Ramachandraya Vedhase 
Raghunathaya Nathaya Seetayah Pataye namaha!

"Oh Raghunandana! Those who listen to your stories, and 
sing your praise, find in your lotus feet the sure means to 
get over the ocean of  Samsara! Salutations are offered to Sri 
Ramachandra, the husband of  Mother Sita!"
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8 
KrIshnavaTara

Ksheeraabdhow kruta samstavassuraganair  
Brahmaadibhih panditaihi

Prodbhooto Vasudevasadmani mudaa chikreedayo Gokule 
Kamsadhwamsa krtae jagaama  

Madhuraam Saaraama Sadwaarakam
Gopaalokhila Gopikaajanasakhaha Paayada paayaatsanaha! 

Krishnaananta krupaajaladhe kamsare Kamalesa Hare 
Kaliyamardana Lokaguro Bhaktam te paripaalaya maam!

"The Lord who was prayed to by the great divinities, 
Brahma and others, while he was in the Milky Ocean, took 
birth in Vasudeva's residence, performed his acts of  divinity 
in Gokul, went to Mathura to destroy Kamsa, had Dwaraka 
built and protected the cows and the cowherd people. Let 
him protect us."

O Lord Krishna, the limitless Ocean of  mercy, the enemy 
of  Kamsa, the spouse of  Goddess Kamala, Lord Hari, the 
Vanquisher of  the vicious serpent Kaleeya, the preceptor of  
the Universe.  Protect me, your devotee!

Lord Sri Krishna was Lord Sri Mahavishnu in full 
manifestation. He descended to the world in the Dwapara 
age to rid it of  all vicious forces, which reigned supreme at 
the time, and to ensure safety and prosperity for the innocent 
and virtuous people. At the time of  the descent of  the Lord 
as Sri Krishna in full aspect the world was under evil rulers 
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dominated by Kamsa who was the demon Kalanemi in 
previous birth and who had powerful allies in Kalayavana, 
Banasura, Jarasandha, Sisupala, Dantavaktra, Pounraka and 
Salva who were asuric rulers oppressing the meek and the 
gentle. Of  these Sisupala and Dantavaktra were Jaya and 
Vijaya, the guardians of  the gate of  Sri Vaikuntha in their 
last appearance on the earth, which they had to take on 
account of  the curse, and of  Sanaka Sanandana. Virtue was 
harassed, Vice was patronised. The murderous ways of  these 
rulers made the Goddess of  Earth go to the creator Brahma 
to represent her misery and seek succour.

Lord Brahma took her along with him followed by Lord 
Siva and the other demigods to the Ocean of  Milk where Lord 
Sri Mahavishnu was in yogic repose on his serpent couch 
of  Adi Sesha. He uttered the Purushasookta and prayed to 
Lord Sri Mahavishnu. Then he went into meditation. In that, 
he had the vision of  the Lord.

The Lord told him that the mission of  the demigods was 
known to him, He would be born in the Yadu race in Gokula 
to Vasudeva.

He would mitigate the load of  vice on earth. The demigods 
should be born in their aspects in the Yadu race to be of  
service to him. Lord Brahma conveyed the message, to the 
Devas present and instructed them to be born in the world 
in their amsas as required by the Lord.

The Yadus were a pious race descended from the Moon 
God. They were in Mathura. At the time of  descent of  
the Lord, Ugrasena was the king of  Mathura. His brother 
was Devaka. Ugrasena had nine sons and a daughter. The 

eldest son was Kamsa. He was not really born of  the king's 
energy. Ugrasena's wife went along with some Yadava 
women to bathe in the Jamuna. She felt emotionally fond of  
her husband at the time suddenly and thought of  him.   A 
demon called Drumila knew her desire and taking the shape 
of  Ugrasena came to her and united with her. She found out 
his deception and cursed that the offspring got out of  his 
energy would be killed by one born in Lord Sri Hari's amsa. 
Kamsa was the product of  this illegitimate union. That was 
why he had asuric qualities in full animating him. Devaka had 
four sons and seven daughters. Devaki was his last daughter. 
Kamsa married Asthi and Prapti daughters of  Jarasandha. 
Devaki was given in marriage to Vasudeva of  the Andhaka 
tribe of  the Yadus. At the time of  her marriage, Kamsa 
drove the chariot in which she and her husband sat. Then 
the unseen divine voice of  the sky said loudly: "Kamsa! You 
fool! The eighth issue of  Devaki will annihilate you!   Know 
that!"

The words came like a thunderbolt to Kamsa. He shook 
like a leaf  with anger, got down and caught hold of  Devaki 
by the hair to put her to the sword. Vasudeva though dazed 
by the turn of  events at first collected his wits together 
quickly and calmly told Kamsa that there was no point in 
killing the innocent bride who was after all his sister. As it 
was the eighth issue of  Devaki who was destined to kill him. 
why should he kill Devaki? So saying Vasudeva promised to 
hand over to Kamsa each child of  Devaki as and when it was 
born. Kamsa knew that Vasudeva was a man of  his word. 
He softened and let them go free.

But he was brooding always on the words of  the unseen 



56 57

voice of  the sky. They put him in a perpetual state of  
misery. Meanwhile, Vasudeva brought to him the first son 
born to Devaki, Kamsa was struck with admiration for the 
truthfulness of  Vasudeva and told him, "The eighth child 
is said to harm me, and You can take back this baby." But 
then destiny had to work its course. The sage Narada came 
one day to him. In the course of  his talk he told Kamsa, "O 
King! do not think that Nanda of  Vrajapura, the cowherds 
and their families, Vasudeva and the members of  the Vrishni 
race and the families of  the Gopalas and Gopikas are men. 
They are all the demigods born in the world to help your 
would-be killer. Lord Mahavishnu is going to be born as the 
eighth child of  Devaki to get rid of  you. Know that you 
were the giant Kalanemi in your previous birth." The sage 
left him after these words. They pierced the heart of  Kamsa 
and he made a deep dent. At once he killed the children 
of  Devaki, imprisoned her and Vasudeva, dethroned his 
father and assuming full kingship began to rule with an iron 
hand executing every one who came in his way. He gathered 
round him all asuric rulers and fellows like Pralamba, Baka, 
Chanoora, Trunavarta, Mushtika, Agha, Arishta, Dwivida, 
Kesi, Dhenuka, Bana and Bhouma. Unable to bear his 
tyranny, the Yadavas left the country and took residence in 
other states. Kamsa killed six of  the issues of  Devaki. The 
seventh issue was the Ananta aspect of  the Lord. The Lord 
said to his chief  power of  illusion. Mother Yogamaya, to 
see that the child in the womb of  Devaki was transferred 
to the womb of  Rohini, another wife of  Vasudeva living in 
Nanda's Gokula. The Lord further said to her, "I will be born 
to Devaki. Then let you be born to Yasoda, Nanda's wife. 
You will become a boon-giver. People will erect temples for 

you and worship you. You will be known by the auspicious 
names, Durga, Bhadra, Kalee, Vijaya, Vaishnavi, Kumuda, 
Chandika, Krishna, Madhavi, Kanya, Maya, Narayani, 
Easani and Saradambika. Ananta abstracted from the womb 
of  Devaki and transferred to that of  Rohini will be called 
Sankarshana. He will also be known as Balarama."

Immediately, Yoga Maya did as commanded by the Lord. 
People thought that Devaki had an abortion. Kamsa was 
glad. In due course, Balarama was born to Rohini. Now the 
misdeeds of  Kamsa exceeded the limits. Devaki became 
pregnant. The news had a telling effect on Kamsa. 

He thought of  making short work of  Devaki. But her 
sweet and inviting appearance dissuaded him from doing so. 
He tightened the security guards around her and ordered 
strictly that the very moment she gave birth to a child 
that very moment he should be informed about it. In the 
meantime Brahma and the other gods prayed to the Lord 
saying that the appropriate time had come for his taking 
birth in the world. Heeding to them the Lord came out of  
the womb of  Devaki and appeared before her and Vasudeva 
in His full manifestation. He told them that He was born to 
them on account of  a boon given to them in the prior birth. 
Vasudeva was Sutapa Prajapati in swayambu Manvantara and 
Devaki was his wife Prushni. They had performed penance 
and requested then a son like Him. As they repeated their 
request three times He was born to them two times already. 
First he was called Prushnigarbha. In the second instance, 
they were born as Kasyapa and Aditi. He was then born 
to them as Vamana or Upendra. This was his third birth to 
them to fulfill his boon to them. They would have no more 
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births. He had told them all this to make them conscious of  
their previous births. He appeared to them as He had done 
in their previous births as Lord Mahavishnu. On hearing 
these words of  the Lord, Vasudeva prayed:

Viditosi Bhavaan Saakshaat Purushaha Prakruteh Parhaha
Kevalaanubhaananda swaroopassarvabuddhi druk

Ayam tvasabhyastava janma me gruhe
Srutvaagrajaam stemnya hanatsureswara

Satevattaram purushaissamarpitam
Srutvaadhu nai vaabhi saratyudaayudhaha

"O Lord! You are known to be beyond and superior to 
Prakriti. You are the personification of  Sat, Chit and Ananda. 
You are the indweller of  all beings, knowing their volition 
and way of  things. O Lord of  the Vedas! Parama purusha! 
Kamsa had killed your elder brothers. Hearing about your 
birth, he will be rushing here weapon in hand!"

Devaki prayed to him for succour. The Lord thereupon 
told Vasudeva to take him and place him by the side of  the 
sleeping Yasoda in Gokula and get back the female child 
born to her. She was Yoga Maya born there to be of  help 
to him in that avatara. He told Vasudeva not to  be afraid. 
Everything would be plain sailing for him in the matter. So 
saying, he took the   shape of  a baby. Vasudeva found himself  
free of  chains. The doors of  the prison opened of  their own 
accord and the guards were asleep. The way was clear for 
him to transfer the Lord to the side of  Yasoda. He boldly 
got out in the jet-black night. It was raining cats and dogs.   
But not a drop fell on him or the divine child. He went to 
the Jamuna, which cleaved into two giving him a pathway. 
Adisesha gave protection from rain by spreading his hoods. 

Vasudeva put the god-child by the side of  Yasoda, took 
Yoga Maya and rushed back to the prison without anyone 
being the wiser about it. The moment he had accomplished 
the task, that very moment the prison doors closed with 
Vasudeva in chains and nature became still. The cries of  
the baby wakened the guards who were asleep all along. The 
news was carried to Kamsa who was on pins and needles for 
the event to happen. He rushed and seized the baby to kill it 
in spite of  Devaki's plea that it was a female and not a male. 
As he threw up the child to put it to the sword, it assumed 
the terrible shape of  Kali with eight hands and telling him 
that his killer was elsewhere, disappeared in the sky. Kamsa 
was bewildered. He offered his apologies to Vasudeva and 
Devaki saying that he had done injustice to them believing 
the Unseen voice of  the sky. He prayed to them to excuse 
him and released them from prison. 

He related what had happened to his evil ministers who 
egged him on to vicious acts saying that Lord Vishnu was 
hiding from him and he should annihilate him by destroying 
all the places, which were said to be his resident places. The 
result was that Kamsa became insensate and let loose tyranny 
on a massive scale. He harassed and killed innocent sages 
and pious people. Then he sent an ogress called Pootana to 
kill all new-born babies. Here the Lord grew up in Nanda's 
Gokula. He was the apple of  the eye of  everybody. His  
divine  lustre  attracted  everybody. Pootana came here on 
her mission. She took the form of  a highly beautiful damsel. 
She took up the Lord and fed him with the milk of  her 
breast full of  poison. The Lord pretending to suck the milk 
sucked out her life-spirit. She fell down dead in her true 
and terrible form. The news about the death of  Pootana 
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made Kamsa know where his killer was born. He thought it 
unwise to kill him openly. So he called for the assistance of  
his demoniac friends. One by one the Rakshasas measured  
strength against the divine child. He killed Sakatasura when 
only three months old and the demon Trunavarta when one 
year of  age. The people of  Gokula were drawn to him by 
his charming ways and divine acts. The cowherd maids and 
women became devoted to him. The treatment given by 
them to him was very loving and tender. They could not 
leave him. His frolics like stealing butter, breaking the ghee 
pots and such kept them agog. Reports against his acts were 
dealt with lovingly by Yasoda, his foster mother. Once it 
was reported that he ate particles of  dust. She threatened to 
punish him when he opened his mouth to prove the falsity 
of  the report. Then to her bewilderment she saw in the open 
mouth of  the Lord herself  with all those around her as well 
as all the creatures of  the world and the myriads of  worlds 
of  the Universe. She forgot herself  in the contemplation 
of  the grand all-absorbing mystery before her. The Lord 
uncovered his illusion and she forgot all about it. He had 
done so to make her enjoy Putra Vatsalya Bhava to the full 
as was promised to her as a boon in her previous birth. He 
released Malakoobara and Manigreeva, the sons of  Kubera, 
from their curse on account of  which they had to take the 
form of  trees. The news of  his supernatural deeds was being 
carried to Mathura within no time as Vrajapuri was very near 
it. Kamsa was on tenterhooks to extirpate Krishna. Fearing 
his proximity to them, Nanda thought it safe to remove 
himself  and other Yadus to a distant place so as not to be 
within the easy reach of  the cruel Kamsa. They established 
at Brindavan, away from Mathura, all their activities, building 

new residences for themselves.

Even here they could not escape the malignant attention 
of  Kamsa. Vatasura in the shape of  a calf, Bakasura in the 
form of  a stork, Aghasura in the shape of  a deadly dragon 
- all sent by Kamsa - were speedily dispatched to the abode 
of  the God of  Death by the Lord. By this time the Lord 
attained the age of  five years. He went to graze the cattle 
with other cowherd boys as a routine. One afternoon he 
found that his cowherd companions and all the cattle were 
to be seen nowhere when he discovered through his yogic 
eye that the Creator Brahma had hidden them to test his 
prowess. Immediately he assumed the shapes of  mates, the 
cows and calves under his care. The people of  Brindavan did 
not know that they were blessed with the Lord's presence in 
their houses as their children and as their cattle. One year 
passed in this manner. Brahma for whom it was a single 
moment of  time wanted to see the effect of  his act. He was 
mystified when he found everything normal and usual. The 
cows, cattle, tender boys, the calves and all hidden by him in a 
cave were also there. It was impossible for him to distinguish 
between them. He did not know which were the real ones 
and which were make- believe. He became perplexed. Then 
he saw Lord Krishna in every one of  them, a four-faced 
Brahma offering prayers to each Krishna. He saw hosts of  
divinities and powers worshipping the Lord. He prayed in 
humility to the Lord who withdrew the illusion. Brahma's 
ego was annihilated and he obtained pardon from the Lord 
for his folly in trying to test Him.

In the sixth year the Lord killed Dhenukasura and rid the 
waters of  the pool in the Jamuna river from the poisonous 
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Kaleeya, the serpent of  gigantic strength working havoc 
there. He danced over the serpent's hoods. It prayed to 
Him and became liberated. He saved His people from being 
consumed by forest fire. He made His brother Balarama kill 
Pralaambasura. He then humbled the pride of  Indra who 
sent thunder and clouds as at the time of  Pralaya or cosmic 
destruction to drown the residents of  Brindavan who 
had failed to worship as per custom. The Lord had made 
them worship the cows and the Govardana hill. He lifted 
the mountain on His little finger and offered shelter to the 
cowherds and their kin. Indra, his pride humbled, prayed to 
the Lord:

Aksharam paramam brahma jyoteenaa roopam sanaatanam 
Gunaateetam nirvikaaram Swechhaamayamanantakam 
Bhaktadhyaanaaya sevaayai naanaaroopadharam varam 

Suklaraktapeeta syamam yugaanukramanenacha 
Suklatejaswaroopamcha satye satyaswaroopinam 

Tretaayaam kumkumaakaaram jwalamtam brahmatejassa 
Dwaapara peetavarnamcha sobhitam peetavaasaasaa 

Krishnavarnam kalow Krishnam paripoornatamam Prabhum 
Navadhaaraadharot krushta syaamasundara vigraham?
Nandaikanandanam vande Yasodanandanam Prabhum!

He prayed to the Lord who is indestructible, the Brahman, 
the Eternal fire, the ancient, beyond attributes, absolute 
independent and infinite but assuming diverse finite forms 
to enable the devotees to worship him. The Lord takes the 
shape of  colours, white, red, yellow and blue according to 
the yugas or ages in which he is born. Indra offered his 
salutations to the Lord who became the son of  Nanda and 
Yasoda assuming the blue colour. He anointed the Lord and 

crowned him as Govinda before all the divinities that came 
there expressly for that purpose.

The Lord studied under Guru Sandeepani for lokasamgraha 
along with his brother Balarama. Here he restored to his 
guru his son who was drowned in the Prabhasa teertha 
long ago. The Gopikas loved him with all their heart. It was 
an ecstatic union of  spirits and there was no question of  
carnality in it. It is foolish and fantastic to say that the Lord 
is a debauchee. His age was not even ten at the time. How 
can there be carnality when he himself  creates the beings? 
Again any person who would like to have his physical love 
satisfied would not do so publicly with all his beloved ones 
in attendance. His Rasakreeda was a supreme manifestation 
of  his divine presence among all the gopis at the same time.

Amganaamanganaa mantare Maadhavam 
Maadhavamchaantarechaangana

Ittha maakalpita mandalemadhyagaha samjagow venunaa 
Devakee nandanaha!

Between each lady was a Krishna, between each Krishna 
was a lady and within this circle was present the Lord with 
his alluring music of  the flute with which he looted their 
hearts. The Gopikavastrapaharan was for making them shed 
the consciousness of  the physical body while surrendering 
to the Lord.

The exploits of  the Lord alarmed Kamsa. He planned 
to get the brothers to Mathura and get them killed there 
in his presence. Akrura was sent to fetch them on the plea 
of  witnessing the Dhanuryaga. And they came. The royal 
elephant Kuvalayapeda was egged on to trample upon them. 
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It was killed within no time. The two giant wrestlers of  the 
court, Chanoora and Mushtika, were ordered by Kamsa to 
wrestle with them and kill them, Krishna made short work of  
Chanoora while Balarama accounted for Mushtika. Kamsa 
himself  was dragged down from the throne and killed by the 
Lord. He restored the kingdom to Ugrasena and released 
His parents, Devaki and Vasudeva from their internment.

The news made Kamsa's father-in-law the powerful 
Emperor Jarasandha of  Magadha invade Mathura taking 
the assistance of  the Mleccha ruler Kalayavana. The Lord 
evacuated the city and established the people at the city of  
Dwaraka in the midst of  the sea. But Kalayavana chased him. 
He was reduced to ashes by the fiery eyes of  Muchukunda, 
the ruler who had helped the Devas previously and was 
sleeping in a cave into which the Mleccha king rushed  
while chasing the Lord. Muchukunda prayed to the Lord and 
was blessed.

The Lord married the divine mother born as Rukmini, 
the daughter of  Bheeshmaka, the king of  Vidarbha whom 
Jarasandha wanted to get married to Sisupala, the King of  
Chedi, nephew to the Lord and his worst reviler. Then the 
Lord went to the succour of  the Pandavas who were related 
to him and who were harassed and troubled by their cousins, 
the Kauravas. He asked Dharmaraja, the eldest of  the 
Pandavas, to perform the Rajasooya sacrifice with a view to 
eliminating the wicked rulers. Prior to that he got Jarasandha 
killed by Bheema and released the rulers who were intended 
for human sacrifice by him.  At the Rajasooya he got rid of  
Sisupala who abused him beyond limit when he was offered 
first worship by Dharmaraja. Salva, an inveterate enemy, was 

killed later. Narakasura was annihilated after that. Thereafter, 
Dantavaktra, the brother of  Sisupala and Poundraka 
Vasudeva who imitated him in everything and demanded 
worship were accounted for. After ridding the world of  these 
pests, the Lord found adharma in the shape of  the Kauravas 
who went even to the length of  disrobing Draupadi, the wife 
of  the Pandavas, in public court after defeating Dharmaraja 
in a gamble in deceit. He saved her modesty and helped the 
Pandavas in all their hours of  trial. He humbled the sage 
Durvasa who wanted to curse the Pandavas on the score of  
not showing hospitality on the request of  Duryodhana by 
coming out of  time for food when Draupadi had finished 
with the Akshayapatra with her. Then when he found that 
the Kauravas were still bent upon having their wicked sway 
and on not giving the legitimate share of  the kingdom to 
the Pandavas, he paved the way for the Kurukshetra war. He 
showed His cosmic form when Duryodhana tried to capture 
Him when He went as an emissary to arrange for a peaceful 
settlement of  the quarrel between the cousins to prevent 
bloodshed.

Arjuna, the incarnation of  Nara. His counterpart, chose 
Him to be His charioteer. The Lord, out of  compassion for 
people of  the Kali age, gave out the celestial Song. Bhagavad 
Gita, making Arjuna the divine vehicle for the divine message 
for all time to come. Arjuna fell into an illusion that he was 
going to be the killer of  all his kith and kin and he did not 
want to enjoy the fruits of  that dastardly act. The Lord took 
the opportunity to disabuse his mind of  such a thought.

He said that the Atman is indestructible. There is no 
question of  one killing the other. To make Arjuna do his 
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duty he elaborated upon the philosophy of  life and preached 
the Jnana Yoga, Bhakti Yoga and Karma Yoga to suit the 
different gradations of  people. The Lord knew what was 
in store for the people of  the Kali age and how they would 
be unable to have the strength of  mind and character to 
perceive Him by meditation and tapas. Therefore, He 
prescribed the path of  Saranagati or absolute surrender to 
Him. He laid the path of  unadulterated Bhakti as the surest 
and easiest means to attain Him. He said, be "Mayyarpita 
Mano-buddhihi". Do your duty without any thought of  
enjoying the fruits thereof." He knew that the laity could 
not perceive Him through Dhyana. He therefore gave a list 
of  things in nature wherein He is manifest in part and asked 
them to recognise his presence in them. He said that he 
would redeem all whether evil or good if  only they trusted 
Him and sang of  Him.

The Lord proclaimed His presence in the heart of  all 
beings and thereby wanted everyone to treat the other as His 
own form and be virtuous. The Gita enumerate the types of  
food which create the Sattwik, Rajasic and Tamasic natures 
in man and what one should do to keep the Trikarnas 
pure and on the proper path in His description of  the 
Vangmaya tapas, Sareerika tapas and Manasika tapas so as 
to attain Brahmajnana by regulating one's conduct. In fact 
the message of  the Lord is for all in all ages. The Gita had 
the desired effect on Arjuna who was shown the Cosmic 
Form of  the Lord to enlighten him and dispel his illusion. 
The vicious were vanquished and the righteous Pandavas 
were restored to kingship. The Lord saved the infant born 
to Uttara, wife of  Abhimanyu from extinction to perpetuate 
the dynasty. He humbled the pride of  Banasura and brought 

about the marriage of  Usha, the daughter of  the Asura, with 
his grandson Aniruddha. The reign of  Dharma began. But 
then the beginnings of  Kali had to appear. Some Yadava 
youths disguised Samba as a young girl, took him before the 
sages Kanva, Narada and Viswamitra who came to pay their 
respects to the Lord and asked them what child would be 
born to her. The sages knew their deception and becoming 
enraged said that the girl would give birth to an iron rod, 
which would destroy the whole Yadava race. At once came 
out a big iron rod. The matter was reported to krishna who 
ordered the rod to be broken and powdered and mixed in 
the sea. Later the Yadavas who went to the seashore got 
drunk and killed each other with the growths that came 
out of  the. pieces. Seeing their destruction Balarama left 
the city and went for penance. Lord Krishna went to the 
lonely woods for meditation, Uddhava, his earnest devotee 
followed him. But he was advised to leave after the Lord 
had cleared his doubts about the ways for self-realisation 
in his peroration called Uddhava Gita. Uddhava left him. 
Then the Lord continued his penance. A hunter let an arrow 
unwittingly towards him. It pierced the open foot of  the 
Lord who shed his mortal coil. The hunter was Angada, the 
son of  Vali killed by the Lord as Sri Rama from behind. The 
law of  Karma is inexorable. No one can escape destiny. To 
prove this eternal fact, the Lord had connived at his exit in 
this manner. The body of  the Lord became the wood from 
which the idol of  Jagannath in the Bhuvaneshwara Temple 
was carved. Thus Sri Krishnavatara was a mahimavatara full 
of  divine deeds which when contemplated upon or sung 
would give salvation to any one however vile he may be in 
the world.
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Ekopi Krishnasya sakrutipranaamo  
dasaavame thaavubhrutena tulyaha

Dasaawamedhee punareti janma krishnapranaamee 
nupunarbhavaaya! 

Saluting Lord Krishna once will give the effect that would 
accrue to a person performing ten horse sacrifices. But the 
performer of  the horse sacrifice has to be born again after 
the enjoyment of  the fruits of  his action while one who 
salutes Lord Krishna will have no rebirth at all. So let us 
wholeheartedly pray to him:

Krishna Krishna krupaalusvta magateenam gatirbhava 
Samsaaraarnava magnaanaam praseeda Purushottama! 

Namo brahmanya devaaya gobrahmana hitaaya cha 
Jagaddhitaaya krishnaaya Govindaaya Namonamaha!

Prayers to you, Lord Krishna, the merciful, the protector 
of  the helpless! Kindly shed your grace on us who are deeply 
immersed in the ocean of  samsara! We salute thee, Lord 
Govinda, the Brahman and the Lord of  Lords, the well-
wisher and nourisher of  the world and the protector and 
benefactor of  the innocent like the cows and brahmins.

Shubham bhooyaat!
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9 
buDDhavaTara

Daanavapati maanaapahara Tripuravijaya mardanaroopa 
Buddhajnaaya cha Bouddha  

Namo bhaktam te paripalaya Maam!
Namo Vedarahasyaaya Namaste Vadayonaye

Namo Buddhaaya Suddhaaya Namaste Jnanaroopine!

I pray to Lord Buddha who can be attained by the awakened 
and who is the incarnation of  the Lord who vanquished the 
ruler of  asuras and who is of  the form of  Lord Iswara, the 
conqueror of  the Tripuras. O Lord! Make your sway felt 
over me, your devotee!

I offer my salutations to the pure Buddha, the essence of  
the Vedas, whose source of  enlightenment is in the Vedas 
and who is the very embodiment of  Jnana.

Lord Sri Mahavishnu was born as Lord Buddha to 
redeem the world from the evil of  dogmatism, ritualism and 
nepotism of  the few belonging to the priestly class.

At the time of  his descent to the world as Lord Buddha, 
the world was full of  men of  intellectual sterility, who sought 
to purify their person by diverse modes of  austerity and 
penance and inculcate the same in all others. Some of  them 
could not even make out their mantras. Most were lost in 
outward trappings of  rituals and sacrifices. The Upanishads 
and the Vedas were confined to a select few. The treasures 
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of  the sages were the private property of  the few who were 
lording it over others. Human and animal sacrifices were in 
vogue. The spirit of  the Vedas and the Upanishads was lost. 
Outward show had sway over internal virtue. There was need 
for the complete overhauling of  the system with emphasis 
on morality, truth and maitri or universal love.

Lord Buddha was born to make the humans really human, 
moral, truthful and courageous armed with nonviolence in 
thought, word and deed.

He was born to the Sakya King Suddhodana who ruled the 
clime to the northeast of  Kosala country with the capital at 
Kapilavastu on the banks of  the river Rohini. His mother 
was Mayadevi. For a long time the king and queen had no 
child.  The king became disgusted with life having despaired 
of  begetting a child. Then immense good fortune smiled 
on him. His wife became pregnant. His happiness knew no 
bounds. He kept her in a garden called Lumbini at a little 
distance from Kapilavastu and surrounded her with all the 
necessary comforts and conveniences. The Lord was born to 
her at an auspicious moment when the whole world assumed 
a peaceful atmosphere indicating the tranquility and calm that 
he was going to usher into the world torn by dogmas, jargon, 
rituals, hypocrisy and superstition. The baby was named 
Siddharth. Being born in the gotra of  Muni Gautama, he 
got the second name of  Gautama. People of  his community 
called him Sakyasimha. Later when he became Buddha, the 
Enlightened, he came to be known as Gautama Buddha and 
Sakyamuni. He was filled with compassion for every living 
creature around him. He did not show interest in enjoyment 
of  kingly pleasures. Seeing this the king became afraid that 

the prince might be filled with ideas of  renunciation. He 
thought that the best method to arrest this propensity in him 
was to marry him to a paragon of  beauty and surround him 
with royal pomp and grandeur.   Accordingly, Yasodhara, a 
princess of  peerless beauty and virtue was married to him. 
He was always surrounded by pretty damsels of  pristine 
beauty.  No sight of  suffering was allowed to be seen by 
him. Strict orders were given to shut him out from the 
scenes of  misery. For three years Siddhartha was affected 
by lustful joyous living. He had a son Rahula born to him. 
His involvement in pleasures became all the greater. But 
then one day, as ordained by fate, he saw a patient, a person 
bent double with age, a sanyasin and a corpse. These sights 
left a deep impression on him. He felt despondent when he 
learnt from his charioteer that every person was susceptible 
to disease, old age, suffering and death. He thought that it 
was proper for him to leave the worldly pleasures aside and 
set out to find a remedy for the ills of  samsara. He desired 
that everyone should attain the highest bliss of  salvation. So 
he made a secret arrangement with his charioteer to leave the 
palace after midnight when all the attendants were asleep. He 
went to have a last look at his child. He found the innocent 
and blossomed beauty of  Yasodhara bewitching. He felt that 
if  he were to stay a little longer there, he would become 
vulnerable to Kama or desire. So he immediately left the 
palace without even kissing the child.

Going to the forest, before bidding goodbye to the 
charioteer, he told him to inform his parents, wife and others 
that he had become a mendicant to find out the way for 
eradicating all suffering and unpleasantness of  the people at 
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large. This was the greatest act of  faithful self  abnegation. 
Then he found a philosopher-scholar and became his  
disciple. But he found no peace in philosophical learning. 
Thereafter he learnt yoga under a preceptor practicing 
pranayama or control of  the vital air. This did not give him 
the recipe for mental and spiritual equanimity. He went 
to Rajagriha, the capital of  Magadha state. There on the 
advice of  some persons he undertook to do severe penance 
practicing strict austerities. Five disciples accompanied him 
and followed suit. But then he found that it was of  no use. 
So he left it. 

The disciples left him thinking that he was a fickle minded 
person. Nothing daunted, Gautama went to Gaya. He sat 
under a Bodhi tree and began contemplating on the why and 
wherefore of  the ills of  samsara. On intense meditation, he 
obtained supreme knowledge and enlightenment.

He became the Buddha, the all-knowing. He became aware 
of  the reason behind all suffering found in the world. The 
eschewing of  all evil, the perfection of  good deeds and 
the purification of  one's mind were the sine quanon for 
unalloyed bliss in the world as per his thinking. He taught 
the truth he arrived at to all.

The fundamental truths of  Lord Buddha's teaching are 
the four Aryasatyani (the worshippable truths) and the 
twelvefold Pratiyasamutpada (causal production).

The four Aryasatyani posit that it is undeniable that there 
is suffering (Dukkha), that the suffering has necessarily a 
cause (Samudaya), that it has to be suppressed (Nirodha) and 
for that one must find the right way (Pratipad or marga). The 

twelvefold Pratiyasamutpada is intended to lay bare the root 
of  all evil by stating the twelve sources of  the same, namely. 
Avidya (ignorance), Samskaras (impression), Vijnana (clear 
consciousness), Sathyatana (the six organs of  the senses), 
Sparsa (contact), of  the senses with external objects, Vedana 
(feeling), Thrushna (desire), Upadana (clinging or attachment 
efforts), Bhava (becoming, existence), Jati (birth) old age and 
death, sorrow, lamentation, pain, grief  and despondency 
prevalent. To root out the suffering of  humanity he taught 
mercy to all creation. He opposed ceremonialism. He 
preached: "Never in this world does hatred cease by hatred. 
Hatred ceases only by love. Victory breeds hatred for the 
victor. He who conquers himself  is the greatest victor. Let 
a man overcome anger by kindness, by love, not by birth or 
caste but by his conduct alone does a man become a low 
caste or a brahmin. To know the truth one must tread the 
path of  truth. Go, ye Bhikshus! Beware of  pitfalls, wander 
forward for the profit of  the many, for the welfare of  many, 
in compassion for the world, for the good, for the gain and 
for the welfare of  the gods and men. Proclaim the doctrine 
glorious - Feel Universal Maitri, Preach a life of  holiness, 
perfect and pure".

He did not deny the existence of  God. He contended that 
the reality of  the Absolute is indemonstrable. He accepted 
the idealism of  the Upanishads at its best and made it 
available for the daily needs of  mankind. His brotherhood 
proclaimed the ideal of  celibacy over that of  marriage and 
allowed all to enter the highest order of  monks. The monks 
became a spiritual brotherhood without possessions, without 
caste and nationality, enjoined to preach in the spirit of  joy 
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the gospel of  love and service.

The Bodhi tree became sacred on account of  its having 
afforded the seat to the Lord while He sat for meditation. 
He was thirty years of  age when He set out for His quest 
and He became the Buddha in His thirty-sixth year. He went 
on spreading His message all over the country. He went to 
Varanasi at first. With his logical reasoning he won over all 
the scholars to his side. Sixty disciples clustered round him 
from among them and they were sent out to proclaim his 
doctrine in the different parts of  the country. Thereafter, 
he went to Rajagriha which was then ruled by Bimbisara. 
He converted the king and very many people to his way 
of  thinking. Numerous people followed Buddhism. Then 
he left for his birthplace of  Kapilavaastu. He preached to 
his parents, wife and all the people his code of  ethical life 
and converted them to his creed. For forty four years after 
he had become the Buddha, the Lord preached His tenet 
of  universal love, with practice of  perfect holiness and  
purity. Finally He returned to His eternal abode in His 
eightieth year.

Meditating upon this sovereign meditator and saviour of  
people shall surely bring us all peace, prosperity and plenty. 
Let us pray to him.

Dharaabaddha padmaasanastaam ghri yashtiranniyamyaani 
laanyasta naasagra drushtihi

Ya aaste kalow yoginaam chakravartihi sa buddhaha 
prabuddhostu nischintavartihi!

"May Lord Buddha, the emperor among yogins, in 
padmasana pose, with his eyes riveted on the tip of  his nose, 

enjoying the supreme bliss of  Nirvikalpa samadhi bring us 
all auspiciousness and blessedness!"

OM TAT SAT!
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10 
KaLKyavaTara

Sishtajanavra Dushtahara Khagaturagottamavahanate 
Kalkiroopa paripala Namo bhaktamte paripalaya maaml

O Lord of  the form of  Kalki! 
Protector of  the meek and gentle! 

Destroyer of  the vicious! 
Rider of  the best of  the horses! 

Protect me, your devotee!

Sri Maha Vishnu's tenth incarnation is that of  Kalki. He 
will be born towards the end of  the Kali age. The age will 
be punctuated with vice and godlessness. Dharma will run 
only on one foot. Even that will vanish gradually. The four-
handed Lord assumes the black colour. The age will last for 
4,32,000 years.

During this time men and women will live a life of  gross 
immorality. Their only aim in life will be to satisfy their lust. 
They will become slaves to their senses. They will not observe 
the related ties of  mother, sister, daughter and the like in 
their lustful behaviour. They will be worse than animals in 
this respect. They will behave shamelessly. Women will have 
the upper hand. They will follow any one who would pander 
to their tastes. No husband and wife relationship will obtain.

Nature revolts against these wretches. Clouds behave 
erratically. There will be no rains in the rainy seasons. 
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There will be scanty rain sometimes and devastating rain at 
other times.   Earthquakes and volcanic eruptions, floods 
and famine will occur in full swing off  and on. Earth will 
produce little or no crops. Brahmins become unbrahmanic 
in every respect. Rulers will be merciless and cruel. People 
become highly materialistic and become fond of  obscenity 
and vulgarism. Virgins become pregnant even in the 12th 
year. Men will lose their youth even by the 16th year. They 
will become diminutive in size. The world will be full of  
atheists, detractors of  dharmic behaviour and licentious 
brigands, afflicted by greed, foolishness, passions and all 
ills. They will become fond of  nudity. Sacrifices, penances, 
rituals and daily Vedic rites will become things of  the past. 
The Ganges will dry up. Teerthas will leave their clime. Just 
then Kali mounts up.

Everything will become pell-mell. Devotees of  the Lord 
will be living in isolated pockets chanting the sacred names 
of  the Lord incessantly. The chanting of  the names of  the 
Lord with full faith redeems them. Many times the punya that 
would accrue to one in the Treta, Kruta and Dwapara Yugas 
by the sacrifices and penances will accrue to one who chants 
the names of  the Lord in this age.

At this time Lord Sri Maha Vishnu will take birth in the 
world as Kalki Deva. He will be born to a pious couple 
called Vishnuyasa and Sumati. He will have training and 
tutelage under the sage Parashurama. He will be godly in 
mien and his face will shine with an aura, inspiring and 
attractive. He offers prayers to Lord Siva who bestows upon 
him a sword, a parrot and a horse. These were in his former 
avatars contributors to his invincibility being the aspects of  

the Divine Mother. Kalki learns from the parrot about the 
Divine Mother born as Padmavathi in Simhala Desa. All 
those that come to marry her are changed into women as she 
has intended herself  for the Lord. Kalki goes to Simhala. On 
seeing him Padmavathi knows him to be her chosen one as 
already intimated by the parrot. She tells her father about it.

The marriage is performed with great éclat. The princes 
who have been changed into women earlier pray to the Lord 
and regain their shapes.

Then Kalki begins his onslaught on the wicked. Before his 
all-consuming fiery sword, none will survive. The wicked will 
perish and Dharma will reign in all fours. The new age will 
be ushered in. Till then chanting of  the divine names of  the 
Lord is the only means for our redemption and protection 
from internal and outward foes. I offer my prayers to Lord 
Kalki, the avatar to be:

Tavagunaalayam naamapaavanam Kalimalapahamkeertayantite 
Bhavabhayakshayam taapaataapitamuhurtraho  

janaasamsar amtite
Tapajapassaraam manavardhanam jinakulakshyam 

Devapaalakam
Krutayugaarpakam dharmapoorakam Kalikulaantakam 

Samtanotu me:

"My salutations are to Lord Kalki, the uttering of  whose 
names and whose attributes wash off  the dirt of  Kali. I praise 
him who will ferry us over the fear of  births and deaths and 
free us from the tentacles of  Samsara. He is the restorer 
of  the pristine position of  the Vedas, Sastras, Puranas and 
Penances, sacrifices, Japas, rituals and virtue ushering in the 
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Krita yuga perfectly. May He who wipes out Kali with his 
progeny bestow all auspiciousness and blessedness on me!"

I invoke His choicest blessings on all of  you:

Durachara samsara samharakaree, bhavatyascha geeyaha 
krupaanapraharee

Murarrirdrasakaara dhareeha Kalkee karotu dwishaam 
dhwamsanam vaha sa Kalkee!

"May Lord Vishnu, who annihilates the vile worldly life, 
who seating himself  on his horse, brandishes his sword 
destroying evil doers, whose form is that of  Kalki, the tenth 
incarnation, end all your adversaries!"

Any one who contemplates on all the avataras of  the 
Lord culminating in that of  Kalki is sure to attain earthly 
and heavenly bliss freed from all sins of  omission and 
commission.

Subham Bhooyat! 
OM TAT SAT 


